
FORSAKING YOUR FIRST LOVE 

Friday, December 1 

Reading: Revelation 2 
 

Revelation 2:2  I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked  

people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3  You have 

persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 4  Yet I hold this against you:  

You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did  

at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. 
 

Elton Trueblood, the 20
th

 century Quaker author and theologian, wrote the following about the decline of the 

Christian church in America. "It used to be that Christianity was a revolutionary faith that turned the world 

upside down. But today Christians sit in Sunday morning church services looking at their watches, wondering 

what time dinner will be served, or thinking about the kickoff. And we hope that church won’t interfere with the 

things we would really rather be doing." 
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Trueblood’s words really strike a chord as we look around our country and our churches today.  It has been 

three or more decades since he made these remarks and things have only gotten worse.  The American church 

and the church of Ephesus have a lot in common.  The Ephesian church had a distinguished history.  It was 

founded by the apostle Paul and he spent over two years in ministry with this church.  It had among its pastors 

men like Timothy (Paul’s protégé) and the apostle John in his later years.  With this track record they should 

have been on fire for Christ.  But they weren’t!  Their love for Him had grown cold.  They were still going 

through the motions of ministry but had forgotten why they were doing it.  Jesus said they had forsaken their 

first love. 
 

The church in America also has a distinguished history.  Many revivals and spiritual awakenings have graced 

our nation in the past.  The sending of missionaries and evangelists around the world had once been its driving 

force.  But today, much of that fervor is gone in the American church, replaced by a “Don’t worry be happy” 

theology. 
 

As we grow in our faith, our love and devotion for Christ should become stronger, not weaker.  Programs, 

activities, and sound doctrine are useless without a love for Christ to back them.  The love of Christ should be 

the motivation for everything we do in our lives.  If it is not then we need to take Jesus’ words of correction to 

heart: 
 

 REMEMBER the great love you had for Christ when you were first saved. 

 

 REPENT of your apathy and change your hearts to put the Lord first. 

 

 RETURN to a life devoted to Christ, living and sharing His love with others. 

 

We live for the Lord not only because it is right but because we love Him.  Jesus warned that if this church did 

not repent He would come and REMOVE their witness from the world. We must continue the work of the Lord 

without forgetting about the Lord of the work! 
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