
PSALM 103: GOD THE FATHER 

Sunday, December 1 

Reading: Psalm 103:8-22 
 

Psalm 103:11  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who  
fear him; 12  as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  

 

David now moves on to picture God as a loving Father (103:8-18). God knows our frailties and 

loves us anyway. When He must punish His children, it is only His loving hand urging us back to 

the right way - to Himself. When we repent, He forgives our sins and remembers them no more. 

While human life and human love are fleeting, God’s love is eternal. 

 

Psalm 103 ends as it began - with a call to praise the Lord (103:19-22). While verse 1 began with 

a personal plea for praise to come from the depths of our being, these verses expand the call to 

all creation. It reveals to us that praise is about more than simply words; it is displayed in 

actions! Just as the angels “do His bidding” and “obey His word,” so we are called to serve the 

One who sits on the throne. True knowledge of God is shown in doing His will and obeying His 

commands. 

 

LESSON ONE: “The Lord is Compassionate and Gracious.” These verses describe God’s great 

love and mercy (hesed used 3 times in these verses). The words of this Psalm speak for 

themselves: 

 

“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not 

always accuse, nor will He harbor His anger forever; He does not treat us as our sins deserve 

or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great 

is His love for those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed 

our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has 

compassion on those who fear Him…” (Psalm 103:8-13) 

 

Take time to meditate on these words today. Focus on the words that describe God’s love and 

mercy. See how this description of God affects your daily walk with Him. 

 

LESSON TWO: “Praise the Lord, My Soul.” Where are you in your relationship to God? How 

has He revealed Himself in your life? If you are not seeking the daily presence of the Lord, then 

you do not know God. For when we know the love, mercy, and power of God we cannot help but 

want more of Him in our lives.  
 


