
HOPE: THE PERFECT LAMB 

Wednesday, December 1 

Reading: Hebrews 10 
 

Hebrews 10:11  Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he 
offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12  But when this priest had offered for all time 
one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God...14  For by one sacrifice he has made perfect 
forever those who are being made holy. 

 

The descendants of Abraham had become a great nation. After freeing them from slavery in 

Egypt, God led His people to Mount Sinai where they would receive His laws by the hand of 

Moses. They had lived in a pagan society for generations and they were now going to the 

Promised Land where they would encounter many more heathen religions. They needed to 

understand that they were to be different. They needed to learn what God expected of them. 

 

God also gave them a way of worship that included festivals, feasts, and Temple rituals. Central 

to this worship was the system of sacrifices. The book of Leviticus spells out in great detail what 

these sacrifices were all about. In short, an innocent lamb or goat had to be killed to cover their 

sins. Once a year a national Day of Atonement was observed to “make atonement” for their sins 

(see Leviticus 16). But Hebrews tells us that “it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to 

take away sin” (10:4). If sacrifices were the final solution to the sin problem they would not have 

continued to be offered every year! 

 

So what was the purpose of all these bloody sacrifices? First, it was to remind people of the 

terribleness of sin. When they witnessed the death of that lamb it reminded them of the terrible 

price God demands. That lamb was dying in their place! It was also a picture of what the 

Messiah would do when He came. Early in His public ministry, John the Baptist pointed at Jesus 

and proclaimed, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 

Jesus died in our place for our sins. Hebrews tells us “by one sacrifice He has made perfect 

forever those who are being made holy” (10:14). Moody Bible Institute professor Michael 

Rydelnik compares the Old Testament sacrifices to paying the minimum balance on your credit 

card. It does not even begin to touch the principle debt but only holds off the final payment for 

another month. Those animal sacrifices did not take away sin but held off the penalty of sin when 

offered in faith. But when Jesus came, His death did not just pay the minimum, He wiped out the 

principle – His blood forgives all our sins! 
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How should we respond to all this? Hebrews 10 helps us with our response: 
 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by 

a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, His body, and since we have a great priest over 

the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, 

having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 

water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider 

how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in 

the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (10:19-25) 
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Obadiah; Revelation 4 


