
1 PETER: LIVING STONES 

Tuesday, December 1 

Reading: 1 Peter 2-3 
 

1 Peter 2:4  As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious  
to him— 5  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,  
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

 

In the previous section, Peter talked about having sincere loving relationships – a deep love for 

one another that comes from the heart (1:22). The list of sins that open chapter 2 destroys these 

relationships. The Greek word translated “rid” gives the picture of removing soiled clothes and 

disposing of them. We must make a clean break from our former lives and become like newborn 

babies who need constant nourishment. The “pure spiritual milk” we are to crave is the Word of 

God Peter had talked about at the end of the last chapter. We need a steady diet of God’s Word 

to grow (2:1-3). 

 

Another reason believers need to love each other is because we are all “living stones…being 

built into a spiritual house” (2:4-8). Throughout this passage, Peter will use ideas and images that 

had originally referred only to Israel but now he applies them to Christians. The first image is 

that of a Temple with Christ as the Cornerstone and believers as the stones He uses to build His 

church. Peter quotes from the Old Testament to present the two responses people have to Christ. 

He is precious to those who believe (Isaiah 28:16) but He causes those who reject Him to 

stumble and fall (Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14). Instead of being their Cornerstone, Christ becomes 

the stone upon which they will trip, fall and be crushed. This is a picture of judgment because 

they reject God’s Word, God’s Son, and God’s offer of salvation (see Matthew 21:42-44 where 

Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22). 

 

In verse 9, Peter refers back to Exodus 19:5-6: 
 

“Now if you obey Me fully and keep My covenant, then out of all nations you will be My treasured possession. 

Although the whole earth is Mine, you will be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” 

 

Like Israel, God has chosen us to be His special people and to “declare the praises of Him who 

called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.” 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Peter fleshes out how all this should affect our daily living in regards to government (2:11-

17), the workplace (2:18-20), family (3:1-7), and life in general (3:8-17). At the heart of this 

section is the example of Jesus Christ that we are called to follow (2:21-25). Peter presents 

Jesus as our Example (2:21-23), our Substitute (2:24), and our Shepherd (2:25). He is our 

Example of how to respond when treated unjustly for our faith. He is our Substitute who died 

in our place, taking our guilt upon Himself. And He is our Shepherd who cares for and 

guides His people. 

 

2. Read Peter’s instruction for godly living again (3:8-17). Our words and actions reveal our 

trust in God in this sinful world. We are not simply to empty the evil out of our lives; we 

must replace it with doing what is right. To “seek peace and pursue it” is a common 

command for believers in the New Testament. It applies to both our Christian and non-

Christian relationships. Is there someone in your life with whom you need to seek peace? 

What steps will you take to pursue peace with that person? How do the principles discussed 

above help in this situation? 
 

 

READ THE NT: 1 John 3 


