
CUP OF WRATH 

Tuesday, December 19 

Reading: Revelation 14 
 

Revelation 14:9  A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its image  

and receives its mark on their forehead or on their hand, 10  they, too, will drink the wine of God’s fury, which has  

been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. They will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the  

holy angels and of the Lamb. 11  And the smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest day  

or night for those who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its name.” 

 

In the last days of the Tribulation, God will pour out His full wrath on a world that has rejected His grace and 

followed Satan and his false Christ instead.  The image of the cup of wrath is a common one is Scripture (cf. 

Psalm 75:8; Isaiah 51:17; Jeremiah 25:15).  That His wrath is “full strength” literally means unmixed.  Wine in 

those days was often mixed with water to dilute its potency.  God’s judgment, however, will not be diluted.  The 

picture John paints is terrifying.  It presents an eternal punishment of torment, burning sulfur, and smoke rising 

up forever. 

 

Some have wondered about the phrase that this torment will occur “in the presence of the holy angels and the 

Lamb.”  We often say that Hell is the absence of the presence of God.  However, God is omnipresent which 

means He is everywhere - even in Hell.  Thus it might be better to say that Hell is place of God’s justice and 

wrath against sin.  This phrase implies that the unsaved will see the One they have rejected and forever know 

that their eternal torment is just. 

 

What a sad destiny!  However, it is a completely avoidable destiny.  There is another mention of this cup of 

wrath in the Bible.  It comes as Jesus prays in the garden of Gethsemane the night before His crucifixion. 
 

Matthew 26:39  Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this 

cup be taken from Me. Yet not as I will, but as You will."… 42  He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is 

not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may Your will be done." 

 

Christ knew what lay ahead.  The full strength of God’s wrath would be poured out on Him on the cross.  The 

sinless Son of God would become sin for us.  But Jesus accepted God’s will and drank the full measure of 

God’s wrath.  He took the cup of God’s wrath so those who believe in Him may receive the cup of God’s 

blessing. 
 

1 Peter 2:24   He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness;  

by His wounds you have been healed. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21   God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness  

of God.  

 

Have you accepted this gracious gift of God?  There is no need to suffer eternal torment for our sins because 

Christ has drank the cup for us.  All He asks is that we repent and give our lives over to Him.  Have you done 

this? 
 


