
THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY 

Wednesday, December 19 

Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 
 

Isaiah 65:17  "Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be 

remembered, nor will they come to mind. 18  But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create,  

for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. 19  I will rejoice over Jerusalem and  

take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. 
 

In Hamlet’s famous “To Be or Not To Be” speech, Shakespeare presents a somber view of the 

afterlife. Below is a modern rendering of this famous speech by Ben Florman:  
 

To live, or to die? That is the question. Is it nobler to suffer through all the terrible things fate throws at you, or 

to fight off your troubles, and, in doing so, end them completely? To die, to sleep—because that’s all dying is—

and by a sleep I mean an end to all the heartache and the thousand injuries that we are vulnerable to—that’s an 

end to be wished for! To die, to sleep. To sleep, perhaps to dream—yes, but there’s the catch. Because the kinds 

of dreams that might come in that sleep of death—after you have left behind your mortal body—are something 

to make you anxious. That’s the consideration that makes us suffer the calamities of life for so long… Who 

would bear his burdens, and grunt and sweat through a tiring life, if they weren’t frightened of what might 

happen after death—that undiscovered country from which no visitor returns, which we wonder about and which 

makes us prefer the troubles we know rather than fly off to face the ones we don’t? Thus, the fear of death makes 

us all cowards, and our natural willingness to act is made weak by too much thinking. 
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For the depressed Hamlet, life seemed evil and worthless.  He wonders why he should not just 

end it all!  However, death is terrifying to him because he does not know what is on the other 

side.  Death is “the undiscovered country” from which no one has returned to tell the details.  He 

concludes that the fear of death makes people cowards who do not do the things they should be 

doing.  

 

Isaiah and the rest of Scripture give us a much different picture.  In these verses, Isaiah speaks of 

the “new heavens and new earth” with wonderful images. The apostle John echoes Isaiah’s 

language when he describes the glories of the New Jerusalem - the heavenly home of the saints 

(Revelation 21-22).  Instead of something that brings dread and puzzlement, eternity will bring 

delight and joy to God’s people.  It will be a place where the sorrows of this life are remembered 

no more.   

 

Richard Baxter, the 15
th

 century Puritan minister, poet, and hymn writer, wrote about heaven 

with these words: “My knowledge of that life is small / the eye of faith is dim / But ‘tis enough 

that Christ knows all / And I shall be with Him.” 
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Are you like Hamlet and the fear of death keeps you from serving God as you should?  Or is the 

hope of heaven a driving force in your life that compels you to live your fullest for God now? 
 

 

 
1
  https://www.litcharts.com/blog/shakespeare/hamletssoliloquy/  The original version is on this page as well. 
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 http://www.worldofquotes.com/author/Richard+Baxter/1/index.html 

 

 
THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Zechariah 12-14; Revelation 15 


