
“JOY TO THE WORLD” 

Sunday, December 19 
 

 

1]  Joy to the world the Lord is come  3]  No more let sin and sorrows grow 

     Let earth receive her King        Nor thorns infest the ground 

     Let every heart prepare Him room       He comes to make His blessings flow 

     And heaven and nature sing        Far as the curse is found 

     And heaven and nature sing        Far as the curse is found 

     And heaven, and heaven and nature sing                      Far as, far as the curse is found 

 

2]  Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns  4]  He rules the world with truth and grace 

     Let men their songs employ        And makes the nations prove 

     While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains      The glories of His righteousness 

     Repeat the sounding joy        And wonders of His love 

     Repeat, repeat the sounding joy        And wonders, and wonders of His love 

 

When is a Christmas song not a Christmas song? When it does not talk about the First Coming of Christ!  
 

Issac Watts (1674-1748) was an English minister, hymn writer, and theologian. He composed some 750 hymns 

during his lifetime, many of which are still sung today. “Joy to the World” first appeared in 1719 as part of 

Watts’ collection titled, The Psalms of David, Imitated in the Language of the New Testament. It was a loose 

paraphrase of Psalm 98:4-9: 
 
4  Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and  

sing praise. 5  Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, and the voice ofa psalm.  
6  With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the LORD, the King.  
7  Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. 8  Let the  

floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together 9  Before the LORD; for He cometh  

to judge the earth: with righteousness shall He judge the world, and the people with equity.  
(King James Version) 

  

The music we sing today was pieced together from portions of George Frederic Handel’s “Messiah” which was first performed in 

1742. Later the music for “Joy to the World” would be modified by Boston music educator Lowell Mason (1792-1872) and given the 

tune ‘Antioch’ (1836) which appears in American hymnals today. 
 

After reading the verses of “Joy to the World” it is clear that Watt’s had Jesus’ Second Coming in mind when he wrote it. At Jesus’ 

First Advent, He did not come as King and hearts did not “prepare Him room.” But when He returns every knee will bow and confess 

that He is King of kings and Lord of lords. It is at His Second Coming that “the Savior reigns” and “rules the world with truth and 

grace.” The most obvious reason this song is about Jesus’ Second Coming is verse three. It is only when He returns in glory that sin 

and sorrow will grow no more and the curse will be removed (see Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 5:20; Revelation 22:3). 
 

It is a shame that we only sing this great song during the Christmas season. It is a wonderful reminder to look forward to Christ’s 

Second Coming all year round. But it is appropriate to sing it this time of year as Jesus’ First Advent is a promise of His Second 

Advent. Because Jesus’ became a man and died for us and rose again, we have “the blessed hope – the appearing of the glory of our 

great God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). 
 

Next time it will be different! 

At His first coming, He was born as a helpless baby.   

At His second coming, He will come as a conquering Warrior. 
 

At His first coming, hardly anyone noticed He had arrived. 

At His second coming, every eye shall see Him. 
 

At His first coming, He was condemned unjustly and crucified by the world. 

At His second coming, He will judge the world with justice and truth. 
 

At His first coming, He walked among us as “the Word made flesh.” 

At His second coming, He will reign as the Word of God who is King of kings and Lord of Lords. 
 

What a difference!  Are you ready for His coming? 

 
1  https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-joy-to-the-world 


