
REVELATION 1-9: HOW LONG? 

Friday, December 18 

Reading: Revelation 6 
 

Revelation 6:9  When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been  

slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 10  They called out in a loud  

voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge  

our blood?” 
 

Phillips Brooks was a renowned Episcopal minister in the late 1800’s. He is probably best 

remembered as the author of the Christmas carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” He once said, 

“Be patient and understanding. Life is too short to be vengeful or malicious.”
1 

This was a motto 

in his life. He was well known for his patience and quiet manner. But at times even he suffered 

moments of frustration. One day a friend saw him feverishly pacing the floor. “What’s the 

trouble, Mr. Brooks?” he asked. “The trouble is that I’m in a hurry, but God isn’t!” he replied.
2 

 

“How long?” has been the cry of God’s people throughout the ages. David cried out “How long, 

O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will You hide Your face from me? How long 

must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have sorrow in my heart? How long will my 

enemy triumph over me?” (Psalm 13:1-2). The prophets Habakkuk (1:2) and Zechariah (1:12) 

also cried “How long” before God would bring salvation to His people.   

 

Here in Revelation 6, it is the believers who have been martyred for their faith that cry out “How 

long.” They are not asking for revenge but for God’s justice! I can relate to their dilemma. It 

often seems that evil is triumphing while the godly are suffering. We wonder what God is doing 

because we cannot see the full scope of His plan. The words of these verses give us instruction 

for when we feel like crying out “How long, God?” 

 

First, these saints based their cry on the character of God. By calling Him “Sovereign Lord, holy 

and true” they are declaring that God is in control and that He will always do what is just and 

right. Second, they are given white robes which are a picture of the righteousness of Christ. No 

matter what goes on in our lives and what trials we face we can be assured that we belong to 

Christ. Third, they are told to have patience. This is the hardest thing to do. We want the 

solutions now! But in God’s program we may never see the end results of His working in and 

through us. We must patiently trust that He is working all things for good according to His plan. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

When we approach the difficulties of life with this proper attitude then our prayer of “How long” 

is really just another way of praying the Lord’s Prayer. It is the cry of our heart to see “Your 

kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
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  https://dailyencouragement.wordpress.com/2014/01/21/the-longsuffering-of-god/ 

 

 

 
 

READ THE NT: Mark 10 


