
FOLLOWING A FAKE 

Monday, December 18 

Reading: Revelation 13 
 

Revelation 13:5  The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its authority  

for forty-two months. 6  It opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and  

those who live in heaven. 7  It was given power to wage war against God’s holy people and to conquer them. And it  

was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. 8  All inhabitants of the earth will worship the  

beast—all whose names have not been written in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation  

of the world. 
 

William L. Shirer was a news correspondent who was known for his reports from Germany and France during 

World War II.  In his book The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich: A History of Nazi Germany (published in 

1960) he wrote: “Adolf Hitler is probably the last of the great adventurer-conquerors in the tradition of 

Alexander, Caesar and Napoleon, and the Third Reich the last of the empires which set out on the path taken 

earlier by France, Rome and Macedonia. The curtain was rung down on that phase of history, at least, by the 

sudden invention of the hydrogen bomb, of the ballistic missile and of rockets that can be aimed to hit the 

moon.” 
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However, Mr. Shirer was wrong!  The Bible is clear that there will be one more man who will attempt world 

domination and he will succeed - sort of!  Revelation describes him as a beast who opposes God and makes war 

with God’s people during the Tribulation.  The image of a beast is heaven’s view of this final world dictator.  

To the eyes of sinful men, he will seem like a savior.  He will be the man with all the answers.  He will be the 

most articulate and charismatic politician the world has ever seen.  And they will follow him.  Only too late will 

they discover their mistake. 
 

Why are people so easily sucked in by the Antichrist?  It is probably for the same reasons they follow people 

like Hitler, Saddam Hussein, and Kim Jong-un today.  When describing why people believe false teachers and 

ignore the truth of God’s Word the apostle Paul stated: 
 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of 

unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.   

(2 Corinthians 4:3-4) 
 

Satan is in the business of blinding people to God’s truth.  He does this by making them doubt God and even by 

counterfeiting God.  The Antichrist will be his ultimate counterfeit and the world will buy it!  Yet people today 

are buying Satan’s lies as well.  All the false religions and cults blind millions to the light of the gospel which is 

the only thing that can save them. 
 

What can we do?  We can shine the light!   
 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises  

of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people  

of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  (1 Peter 2:9-10) 
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