
ULTIMATE DESTINY 

Tuesday, December 18 

Reading: Isaiah 65:1-16 
 

Isaiah 65:1  “I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not  

seek me. To a nation that did not call on my name, I said, ‘Here am I, here am I.’ 2  All day long I  

have held out my hands to an obstinate people, who walk in ways not good, pursuing their own 

imaginations— 
 

The old mountaineer had lived a full but not exactly saintly life and now was on his deathbed. 

He summoned his weeping wife. “Sara,” he said, “go to the fireplace and take out the third 

stone from the top.” She did as instructed. “Reach in there,” said her husband, “and bring out 

what you find.” Her fingers touched a large Mason jar, and with some effort she pulled it out. 

The jar was full of cash. 
 

“Sara,” said the old man, “when I go, I’m going to take all that money with me. I want you to 

put that jar up in the attic by the window. I’ll get it as I go by on my way to heaven.” His wife 

followed his instructions. That night the old mountaineer died. After the funeral his wife 

remembered the Mason jar and went to the attic. There was the jar still full of money and by 

the window. “Oh,” the widow sighed. “I knew I should have put it in the basement.” 
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Like the old mountaineer, many people believe they can control their destiny. Isaiah 65 

answers the prophet’s question: “LORD, will You hold Yourself back? Will You keep silent 

and punish us beyond measure?” (Isa. 64:12). God’s reply reveals the destinies of His people. 

He had been holding out His hands waiting for them to seek His forgiveness and call out in 

repentance (65:1-2a), but few had responded (65:2b-7). They preferred to live for themselves, 

worship idols, and ignore God’s commandments, all while claiming to be “holier-than-thou.” 

Despite their sin and rebellion, they actually believed they were better than everyone else. For 

this, they were a stench in God’s nostrils and their destiny was God’s judgment. 
 

But not all the people would suffer God’s wrath. “My servants” refers to the remnant of Israel 

who hear God’s call and turn back to Him (65:8-10). From the Plains of Sharon on the west 

coast by the Mediterranean Sea to the Valley of Achor on the Jordan River in the east, God 

will bless “My people who seek Me.” Their destiny is peace and blessing. This passage ends 

with a comparison of the joys of the forgiven and the anguish of those who reject (65:11-16). 
 

Many people today live their life as if they controlled their destiny. Like the ancient Israelites, 

they live for themselves and “worship” whatever they feel will get them ahead – whatever 

will give them pleasure. They believe that God will allow everyone into heaven. Too late, 

they learn that the Lord is “the God of truth” (‘one true God’ in NIV). “Truth” is the Hebrew 

word ʾāmēn which means true and reliable. God’s Word is clear. Only those who have 

repented and put their faith in Jesus Christ will enjoy the blessings described in the remainder 

of this chapter.  
 

Will you have joy at Christ’s return or “anguish of heart and brokenness of spirit? (65:14). 

Will you have a new name or will your name be accursed? (65:15). God’s hands are reaching 

out. Your ultimate destiny awaits! 
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  https://bible.org/illustration/mason-jar 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Zechariah 9-11; Revelation 14 


