
CHRISTMAS: CHOSEN BY GOD 

Tuesday, December 17 

Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Matthew 1:20  But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and  

said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived  

in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins.” 
 

Joseph’s mind and emotions must have been reeling from the news. Upon her return from 

visiting Elizabeth, Mary tells him she is pregnant. I assume she tried to tell him of the angel’s 

message but who could believe such a story. He is heartbroken! The woman he loves has 

betrayed him. Yet it is his love that compels this carpenter to deal with her in mercy. Instead of 

exposing her to public shame and possible stoning as an adulteress, he chooses to divorce her 

quietly, sending her away to have her child. 

 

At this point God steps in! In a dream, Joseph is told of the miracle the Holy Spirit has 

performed in Mary’s womb. Her Child “will save His people from their sins.” Whether it is angel 

quoting Isaiah 7:14 or Matthew writing as the narrator is uncertain. But the promise of this 

passage (which Joseph would have known) would be a great comfort and confirmation to the 

young carpenter. This promise of God reminds everyone that Jesus was “God with us!”  He was 

not the son of Joseph, but the Son of God. His coming was God coming to redeem His people. 

 

We see Joseph’s character in the fact that he immediately obeyed. Despite the scandal and 

whispers that would come from those around him, Joseph accepted the plan God had for him 

even to the point of denying his own marital rights until after the Baby’s birth so that there would 

be no question about the parentage of Jesus. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Mary Was Pledged to be Married to Joseph.” The message to Joseph reminds 

us that he too had been chosen by God, just like Mary. Jesus would need a loving father to care 

for and raise Him and Joseph was God’s perfect choice. He was a man of noble character and 

faithfulness to God. There is not one word from Joseph recorded in the Bible. What we do read is 

that when he received instruction from God he immediately obeyed. Over and over the Bible 

says that believers have been chosen by God. Do we respond in simple faith and obedience? 

READ Colossians 3:12-17 for a glimpse of what it means to be “God’s chosen people.” 

 

LESSON TWO: “Give Him the Name Jesus…They Will Call Him Immanuel.” These two names 

form a picture of who Christ is and why He came. ‘Jesus’ is the Greek form of the Hebrew name 

Yeshua (Joshua). It means ‘the Lord saves.’ This was the reason He came – “to save His people 

from their sins.” Immanuel of course means ‘God with us.’ It is the ancient name given to 

Messiah in the prophecy of Isaiah. The reason Jesus can save us is that He is Almighty God. The 

Baby in Mary’s womb had created people in His own image. The Child in the manger is the One 

who created the universe. Take time today to celebrate the wonder of Christ and His salvation. 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Zechariah 1-2; Revelation 14 


