
MISSING THE OBVIOUS 

Monday, December 17 

Reading: Isaiah 64 
 

Isaiah 64:7  No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face  
from us and have given us over to our sins.  

 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson went on a camping trip. After sharing a good meal, they retired 

to their tent for the night. At about 3 am, Holmes nudged Watson and asked, "Watson, look up 

into the sky and tell me what you see?" Watson said, "I see millions of stars." Holmes then 

asked, "And, what does that tell you?" 
 

Watson replied, "Astronomically, it tells me there are millions of galaxies and potentially billions 

of planets. Astrologically, it tells me that Saturn is in Leo. Theologically, it tells me that God is 

great and we are small and insignificant. Horologically, it tells me that it’s about 3 am. 

Meteorologically, it tells me that we will have a beautiful day tomorrow. What does it tell you, 

Holmes?" Holmes retorted, "Someone stole our tent.” 
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Like Dr. Watson, we often miss the obvious. Isaiah’s cry is for the Lord to rescue His people as 

He had done so many times in the past (64:1-4). Isaiah had been shown the glorious future when 

Messiah returns but the prophet also sees the near future where God’s people are exiles, the holy 

city is destroyed, and the Temple has been burned with fire (64:10-12). Why would all this 

happen? 
 

The reason is obvious but the nation of Judah missed it. Isaiah gives us three reasons that God is 

not coming down in power to act on their behalf. 
 

MISSING DEDICATION (64:5-6): Instead of following in God’s ways and doing what is 

right, they continued in their sin by doing things their own way. Isaiah compares them to 

“filthy rags” (the soiled clothes used by women during their menstrual cycle) and to dead, 

shriveled leaves which the wind blows away. 
 

MISSING INTERCESSION (64:7): On top of their sinful action, they refuse to call out to 

God for help. Their sins have separated them from God so that they don’t even think about 

praying or crying out to Him. 
 

“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you,  

so that He will not hear.” (Isaiah 59:2) 
 

MISSING SUBMISSION (64:8-9): The people had forgotten that God was the One in charge. 

He is the Potter who shapes the clay the way He sees fit. They wanted to be in control. They 

wanted to tell God what to do. But it doesn’t work that way. Isaiah makes a plea for God to 

forgive and remember His promises to His people. 
 

We too will not see God’s work in our lives if we are not committed to Him, connected to Him 

in prayer, and submitted to His will – His shaping! If God is to “come down” with His power, we 

must fall down before Him in worship and surrender! 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Zechariah 7-8; Revelation 13 


