
REVELATION 1-9: LETTERS TO THE CHURCHES pt. 2 

Wednesday, December 16 

Reading: Revelation 3 
 

Revelation 3:6  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
 

SARDIS: The Dead Church (3:1-6). Centuries earlier this city had been the capital of the Lydian 

empire. But now the city was in decline. Its past splendor had become a distant memory. Christ 

identifies Himself to this church as the One “who holds the seven spirits of God”, a reference to 

the fullness of the Holy Spirit (1:4). This church was dead because it was missing the presence 

and power of the Holy Spirit. The seven stars in Jesus’ hand represent the pastors of these 

churches. This church had no Spirit-filled leaders to guide them. Jesus has nothing good to say 

about this church! There is no mention of patience in persecution or the presence of false 

teaching in this church. Why should Satan spend his energies on a church that is dead! Like the 

city they lived in, this church was not moving forward but was resting on past glories. They had 

a reputation among the other churches for being effective but Christ strips away their false front 

and exposes them as a dying congregation who had compromised with the world and lost their 

testimony. 

 

PHILADELPHIA: The Faithful Church (3:7-13). This city sat on the juncture of several major 

trade routes and was called “the gateway to the East.” The church in this city had “little strength” 

but they were faithful to Christ. Jesus has nothing negative to say about this church. Christ 

promises to open a door for these believers that no one could shut. Though they had been shut 

out of the synagogues God would give them a greater opportunity to share their faith. The result 

would be that even their enemies would be forced to admit God’s love among them. Jesus’ 

encouragement was to hold on because He would return soon. 

 

LAODICEA: The Useless Church (3:14-22). Laodicea was an important banking center. It was 

also famous for its black wool and medicinal eye salve. But the city had a water problem. They 

had to pipe in their water and by the time it arrived it was lukewarm and filled with minerals that 

made it undrinkable. The church in Laodicea was like their water – useless. Jesus has nothing 

positive to say about this church. In fact, they made Jesus sick (“spit you out of My 

mouth”).They thought they were rich and self-sufficient like their city; but Jesus said they were 

“wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.” Jesus uses the city’s industries to express His 

guidelines for repentance. Jesus proclaimed that worldly wealth had no eternal value and they 

need the pure gold of God. Instead of black wool, they need to cover their nakedness with “white 

clothes” which pictures the righteousness of Christ. And instead of the eye salve, they needed 

Jesus to open their eyes so they could truly see their spiritual condition. Despite their sin and 

pride, Jesus still loved this church and would discipline them (see Hebrews 12:5-6, 11). Jesus is 

waiting for them to open the door to Him. His promise is if they open their hearts to Him He will 

open heaven to them. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Despite the problems in all these seven churches, there were always a faithful few who Jesus 

commends for their faith – the victorious ones. Is Jesus on the outside of your life knocking, 

wanting to come in? Are you hearing what the Spirit wants to teach you? 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Mark 8 


