
JOY: HEART OF PRAISE 

Thursday, December 16 

Reading: Isaiah 12 
 

Isaiah 12:2  Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD himself, is 

my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation.” 3  With joy you will draw water from the 

wells of salvation. 4  In that day you will say: “Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known 

among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. 
 

Isaiah 7:14 gives the coming Messiah the name Immanuel, meaning ‘God with us.’ Some of our 

praise songs today give us the wrong idea. We invite God to join us in our worship. We ask the 

Holy Spirit to come inspire us. We miss the fact that true praise can only come when we realize 

that God is already with us. Isaiah did not miss this fact. He closes his praise in chapter 12 by 

saying “for great is the Holy One of Israel AMONG YOU” (12:6 emphasis added). 

 

Isaiah 12 is all about praise. It is placed in an interesting position between two sections that deal 

mostly with judgment (ch 1-10 & 13-24). It is like a ray of light shining in the midst of the 

darkness. Isaiah 11 dealt with the coming Savior – the Branch. This promise of salvation now 

becomes the theme of Isaiah’s praise in chapter 12. The central verses of his psalm of praise 

mention salvation three times (12:2-3)! 

 

Isaiah first praises God for His forgiveness (12:1). God has turned away His judgment and now 

offers comfort to His people. When was the last time you praised God for His forgiveness? 

 

Next the prophet praises God for His salvation (12:2-3). The Hebrew word “salvation” (yešû‘āh) 

is rich in meaning. It means to rescue, to deliver, to help, to give victory, to bring prosperity. 

This word is almost always used with God as the subject. It the Hebrew name of Jesus (Yeshua). 

Isaiah reminds us that God’s salvation is deep and unending. It is like a well from which we can 

always find refreshment, strength, and protection. This should fill us with joy. Salvation is not 

just a past act when we were forgiven and placed into God’s family. It is an ongoing wonderful 

work of God in our lives to draw us closer to Him. 

 

Third, Isaiah wants to proclaim God’s praise to others (12:4-6). He wants to let the nations know 

Who God is and what He has done. He uses six different Hebrew words to describe this praise to 

the nations. 

 

1. Give praise; make known (yadah) – acknowledge and thank God for Who He is 

2. Proclaim 1 (qara) – to call or declare 

3. Proclaim 2 (zakar) – to remember; to think about 

4. Sing (zamar) – sing with musical accompaniment 

5. Shout aloud (sahal) – to make a loud noise or cry out 

6. Sing for joy (ranan) – shout or sing for joy 

 
We are reminded that praise happens in many forms and in various outward and inward 

expressions. The key that connects them all is the focus on the greatness and presence of the 

Lord. Christians today should have a greater heart of praise than even Isaiah had. God is not only 

“among us,” the Spirit of God dwells within us! Does your praise involve both personal and 

public worship? Do others know you belong to God through your heart of praise? 
 
 
 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Zechariah 3-4; Revelation 15 


