
REVELATION 1-9:LETTERS TO THE CHURCHES pt. 1 

Tuesday, December 15 

Reading: Revelation 2 
 

Revelation 2:11  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
 

Jesus begins by sending letters to 7 churches scattered throughout Asia Minor. In fact, the order 

follows the Roman mail route! The problems Jesus confronts and the messages Jesus gives to 

these ancient churches still speak to us today. 

 

EPHESEUS: The Careless Church (2:1-7). This church seemed to have it all together – right 

service, right doctrine, right attitude. But there was a problem: they had “forsaken the love you 

had at first.” Their love for Christ had grown cold. They were doing the work of the Lord while 

forgetting the Lord of the work. Jesus instructs this Careless Church to REMEMBER the great 

love they had for Christ when they were first saved, REPENT of their apathy and change their 

hearts to put the Lord first, and RETURN to a life devoted to Christ, living and sharing His love 

with others. Jesus warned them if they failed to do this, He would come and REMOVE their 

witness from the world (their ‘lampstand’). 

 

SMYRNA: The Suffering Church (2:8-11). This city was a center for emperor worship. To not 

proclaim that ‘Caesar is Lord’ would cost people their privileges as citizens, their jobs, and 

maybe even their lives. No wonder Jesus recognizes these believers’ extreme poverty and 

afflictions! But in fact they were rich because they belonged to Christ. They were storing up 

“treasures in heaven.” They were being persecuted by both Romans and Jews. But Christ 

instructs them to be FEARLESS and to be FAITHFUL. To this persecuted church Jesus has no 

words of warning or judgment. 

 

PERGAMUM: The Compromised Church (2:12-17). The hills surrounding this city were filled 

with pagan temples. Jesus commends them for not denying their faith in the midst of this city in 

the grip of Satanic worship. But there was a big problem – they were allowing false teachers in 

the church to convince people to compromise with the world as Balaam had done to the children 

of Israel under Moses (see Numbers 22-25; 31:16). Though the church had stood strong in 

persecution, Satan would destroy from the inside what he could not destroy from the outside. 

Jesus commands this church to REPENT or He will come to judge. 

 

THYATIRA: The Corrupted Church (2:18-29). In this sinful city, Christ recognizes the church’s 

love and faith is growing stronger. Their service for the Lord and endurance of persecution are 

also strong. However, they have a major problem that has derailed their testimony. While 

Ephesus would not tolerate false teachers and Pergamum had false teaching held by some of its 

members, Thyatira was actually allowing a false teacher to teach in the church! Like Jezebel of 

old (see 1Kings 16-21) this false teacher was leading people away from God and Christ Himself 

would come and destroy her. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Do any of these problems affect you and your church? Has your love for Christ grown cold? Are 

false teachings a problem? Are you suffering because of your faith in Christ? Read Christ’s 

words to “the victorious” (or overcomers) for encouragement. 
 

 

READ THE NT: Mark 7 


