
CHRISTMAS: A SONG OF ANTICIPATION 

Sunday, December 15 

Reading: Luke 1:57-80 
 

Luke 1:78  because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven  
79  to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 

 

I remember as a child the anticipation of Christmas morning. The excitement of seeing all those 

presents under the tree was almost too much to bear. We had several traditions at our house. One, 

we usually opened our stockings on Christmas Eve. This was like a preview of coming 

attractions. Then on Christmas morning, we had to eat breakfast and do the dishes before we 

could open presents. Then we would read the Christmas story from the Bible and “dig in.” 

 

The birth and ministry of John the Baptist is kind of like opening our stockings on Christmas 

Eve. It is a preview of what is to come for John will prepare the people for the coming of Jesus. 

Naturally the neighbors want to name this miracle baby after his father but Elizabeth (in 

obedience to the angel’s message) insists the baby’s name is John. When Zechariah confirms the 

baby’s name in writing his silence is lifted and he breaks out in praise to God. These strange 

events made the people wonder what God had in store for this child. Zechariah praises God for 

two things: 

 

THE FULFILLED PROMISE (1:67-75) – The old priest is no longer in doubt. In fact, he is so 

sure of God’s promises that he speaks of all this in the past tense! God has come to redeem and 

save His people just as He promised through the prophets to fulfill His word to Abraham and his 

descendants. 

 

THE FUTURE PROPHET (1:76-79) – Zechariah knows this baby in his arms will become “a 

prophet of the Most High.” Using phrases from the Old Testament prophets, he affirms that John 

will prepare the way (Isaiah 40:3) and guide the people to repentance and forgiveness. “The 

rising sun” that shines in the darkness is Messiah Himself (Malachi 4:2; Isaiah 9:2). The 

promises of God were all about to be fulfilled. 

 

LESSON ONE: “To Rescue Us From the Hand of Our Enemies, And To Enable Us to Serve 

Him Without Fear in Holiness and Righteousness.” To this old priest, the coming of salvation 

through Messiah did not merely mean the rescue and exaltation of Israel from the nations. It 

meant the opportunity to serve God! The salvation found in Jesus Christ not only prepares us for 

eternity but gives purpose to our lives right now. We are to be holy and righteous as we serve the 

Lord. We are to shine His light on those “living in darkness and in the shadow of death.” We are 

to be guides who lead people into “the path of peace.” 

 

LESSON TWO: “The Tender Mercy of Our God.” Twice Zechariah uses the word “mercy” in 

this short song. This is God reaching down to needy humanity in love. It is His showing 

compassion to those who are undeserving of it. This song ends with the word “peace.” Whenever 

these two words appear in the same passage it is almost always in this order – mercy and peace 

(Galatians 6:16 is the only exception). Mercy is the act of God which results in the peace of God 

in our hearts. Are you experiencing the peace of God in your heart? If not, perhaps you have not 

fully grasped God’s mercy. Meditate on the following verses today: Ephesians 2:4-6; Hebrews 

4:14-16; 1 Peter 1:3-5. 
 


