
JOY: JOY IN ABIDING 

Wednesday, December 15 

Reading: John 15-16 
 

John 15:11  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
 

Joy was the last thing on the minds of Jesus’ disciples the night of the Last Supper. Jesus had told them 

He was going away and that they could not follow. Their hearts were troubled (John 14:1, 27). They 

could not comprehend how Jesus’ death would be cause for great joy. But Jesus said “I have told you this 

so that My joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete” (15:11). 

 

JOY FROM ABIDING IN CHRIST (15:1-8) – The word translated ‘remain’ means to abide, to stay put. 

Jesus uses the image of a vine and branches to remind believers that the only way to be fruitful – the only 

way to have true joy – is to be connected with Christ. He is the Source of our strength and power. 

 

JOY FROM ABIDING IN LOVE (15:9-17) – The old command was to love your neighbor as yourself. 

Jesus’ ‘new command’ is to “love each other as I have loved you.” The standard of Christian love is Jesus 

Himself who was about to lay down His life for us. Christian love is displayed in obeying Jesus’ 

commands. We ‘bear fruit that will last” by displaying the same kind of sacrificial love that Jesus had. 

 

JOY FROM ABIDING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT (15:18 – 16:15) – Jesus warns His disciples that their 

road will not be easy. The world will hate them because it hated Him (15:18-25). But the Holy Spirit who 

would live within them would give them the strength to witness for Christ even in the tough times of 

persecution (15:26 – 16:6). It is our task to give the message; it is the Spirit’s work to convict the hearts 

(16:7-11). He will lead believers into the truth and reveal the glory of Christ in our lives (16:12-15). 

 

JOY FROM ABIDING IN CHRIST’S RETURN (16:16-22) – Jesus warned the Twelve that the world 

would rejoice at His death while they would experience a time of grief. But Jesus promised that their grief 

would be turned to joy that no one could take away. Just like a new mother’s joy makes her forget the 

pain of childbirth, so they would rejoice when Christ rose from the dead fulfilling God’s promise of 

salvation. Today we still experience grief and trouble. But we look forward with joy to Christ’s Second 

Coming when we will see Him face to face. Until then we have the presence of His Spirit living within us 

as a guarantee of His salvation (2 Corinthians 1:21-22; Ephesians 1:13-14). 

 

JOY FROM ANSWERED PRAYER (16:23-28) – To ask in “Jesus’ name” means to ask for what Jesus 

would ask for. If we abide in Him and are listening to the Holy Spirit our prayers will be in tune with the 

heart of God. “Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete” is Jesus’ promise. 

 

JOY FROM ABIDING IN PEACE (16:29-33) – Jesus’ peace comes in the midst of conflict. Jesus 

accepted the disciples’ statement of faith even though He knew that shortly they would be scattered after 

His arrest. Trials and trouble often make us want to flee. But Jesus encourages us to “Take heart! I have 

overcome the world.” We can stand strong in His peace through the power of the Holy Spirit. Earlier that 

night Jesus had said, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27).  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Zechariah 1-2; Revelation 14 


