
PERPETUAL POWER 
Thursday, December 14 

Reading: Revelation 11 
 

Revelation11:3  And I will appoint my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed  
in sackcloth.” 4 They are “the two olive trees” and the two lampstands, and “they stand before the Lord  
of the earth.” 

 

The Ironman Triathlon consists of a 2.4-mile swim, a 112-mile bike ride, and a 26.2-mile run. It 

is not an easy feat for anyone to accomplish. But Dick Hoyt participated in the race and 

completed it with his physically disabled son Rick. When Dick swam, he pulled Rick in a small 

boat. When Dick cycled, Rick was in a seat-pod on the bike. When Dick ran, he pushed Rick 

along in a wheelchair. Rick was dependent on his dad in order to finish the race. He couldn’t do 

it without him. 
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In Revelation 11 we meet two witnesses who will have great influence during the Tribulation 

period.  One interesting feature is the description of these two prophets as “the two olive trees 

and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.”  This description is taken 

directly from Zechariah 4.  In that passage, God is encouraging the high priest Joshua and 

Governor Zerubbabel in their work of rebuilding the temple after the Babylonian exile.  God 

pictures them as oil lamps connected to a continuous supply of oil coming from two olive trees.  

In this vision, it is clearly told what this represents. 
 

“This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’  

says the Lord Almighty” (Zechariah 4:6) 

 

Their source of power for doing God’s work was the Holy Spirit!  The same will be true of the 

two witnesses in Revelation.  The same is true of us today.  Like Rick, we are dependent on the 

Holy Spirit to accomplish the work He has for us to do. 

 

Before Jesus returned to heaven, He promised His followers, “you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses…” (Acts 1:8).  The New Testament 

tells us the Holy Spirit fills us (Ephesians 5:18), guides us (John 16:13), teaches us (John 14:26; 

1 Corinthians 2:13), and gives us spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12).  He is also the one who 

produces the “Fruit of the Spirit” in our lives (Galatians 5:22-26).  Believers are told to walk in 

the Spirit and be led by the Spirit (Galatians 5:16, 25).  All these Scriptures (and many more) 

remind us that we cannot live and witness for the Lord without allowing the Holy Spirit to be in 

control of our lives. 

 

It is also interesting that this image of a lamp is used in both Zechariah and Revelation.  It 

reminds us of Jesus’ words “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14).  Through the power 

of the Spirit we reflect Christ’s light in our words and lives. 

 

Who’s in control of your life?  Who are you dependent on?  
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