
JOY: SHARE THE GLORY AND PEACE 

Tuesday, December 14 

Reading: Luke 2:13-20 
 

Luke 2:16  So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  
17  When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child,  
18  and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

 

With the angel’s message still ringing in their ears, the shepherds now receive another gift from 

heaven – a choir of angels praising God! It is as if heaven broke open in joy over the birth of the 

Savior. His coming would produce two things: GLORY to God and PEACE on earth. 

 

While the angels could see the GLORY of God in Jesus’ birth, the earth has yet to experience the 

full impact of His coming. He was virtually ignored at His birth and from a human perspective 

He was despised and killed as a criminal. And yet Jesus’ death and resurrection brought glory to 

God. Through His obedience He opened the way of salvation for all who believe. And one day 

all of creation will join in glorifying God at Jesus’ Second Coming, not as a Baby in a manger 

but as King of kings and Lord of lords! And “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 

glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14). 

 

The PEACE Jesus brought was not the absence of conflict. It was “peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1-11). We were at war with God. Because of our sin, we were 

enemies. But Jesus “made peace through the blood of His cross” and reconciled us to God 

(Colossians 1:20-22). For those of us who believe, we not only have peace WITH God, but we 

have “the peace OF God “which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 

in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7). And even more---“the God of peace will be with you” 

(Philippians 4:9). 

 

What did the shepherds do with this wonderful news? First, they WENT. The left their sheep and 

hurried to Bethlehem to find the Christ-child. We have no information about exactly what the 

shepherds did other than they found the Baby in the manger and left after they had seen Him. But 

after all they had been told, I have no doubt that they WORSHIPPED Him that night. They then 

went out and WITNESSED. They “spread the word concerning what had been told them about 

this Child.” Lastly, they REJOICED. They returned to their sheep “glorifying and praising God.”  

 

What is your response to the message of Christmas? Do you treasure it and ponder over what it 

means for you like Mary did (2:19). Do you worship, witness, and rejoice the way the shepherds 

did?  The good news of great joy is not something that we can keep to ourselves. It must be 

shared!  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Haggai 1-3; Revelation 13 


