
VENGEANCE & MERCY 

Friday, December 14 

Reading: Isaiah 63 
 

Isaiah 63:4  It was for me the day of vengeance; the year for me to redeem had come. 
 

In the movie The Patriot Mel Gibson plays a former soldier who objects to the war for 

independence from England. That is until a British officer kills one of his sons and hauls another 

off for execution. At this, the distraught father takes his two youngest boys and ambushes the 

British squad, saving his captive son. The bloody nature of his attack shocks his sons as they 

stand by watching their father brutally slaughter the last of the enemy soldiers. 

 

It is with a similar sense of shock and astonishment that Isaiah describes the return of the Lord. 

He has been discussing the results of Messiah’s return for several chapters. Now he gives a vivid 

description of the actual event. He pictures the Lord coming from Edom to destroy His enemies. 

During Isaiah’s day, Edom was a constant enemy to Judah. They aided and cheered on 

Jerusalem’s enemies as they attacked. Thus Isaiah uses Edom as a picture of all the enemies of 

God’s people (63:1). 

 

Messiah is pictured with garments stained with the blood of His enemies. He has trampled them 

like the grapes in a winepress. It is the final day of vengeance against all those who have rejected 

His free offer of salvation. It is now too late and they are receiving the due justice for their sins 

(63:2-6). The Apostle John uses similar images as he describes this same scene in Revelation 

(see Rev. 19:11-16). 

 

But this day is not only about vengeance on God’s enemies. It is about the kindness and 

compassion of God for His people (63:7-9). During their times of rebellion they questioned 

God’s love but when they repented He was still their Father (63:10-16). The closing words are a 

plea for God to restore and redeem them from their enemies (63:17-19). This sets the stage for 

the final three chapters of God’s glorious grand finale. 

 

There are three great truths that stand out to me in this chapter. 

 

1. “It was for Me the day of vengeance; the year for Me to redeem had come” (63:4). God’s 

judgment and mercy work together to achieve His purpose. You cannot have one without the 

other. God is holy and must punish sin. But God is also merciful and provided the way of 

salvation through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. 

 

2. “In all their distress He too was distressed” (63:9). It is a great comfort to know that we are 

never alone in our troubles. The Lord knows and understands. He walks with us through our 

pain. Speaking of Jesus the book of Hebrews says: 
 

“For we do not have a High Priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have One  

who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet He did not sin. Let us then approach God’s  

throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of 

need” (Heb. 4:15-16). 
 

3. “But You are our Father…our Redeemer from of old is Your name” (63:16). Despite all their 

sins, God was still there as a loving Father longing to forgive and restore. We can never fall 

so far that God cannot bring us back. 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Zechariah 5-6; Revelation 12 


