
CHRISTMAS: BEING A SERVANT 

Friday, December 13 

Reading: Luke 1:26-38 
 

Luke 1:35  The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High  

will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God…38  “I am the Lord’s  

servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”  
 

Mary’s simple faith is a contrast to Zechariah’s unbelief. Gabriel is once again given the 

assignment to deliver some good news. The young peasant girl (probably in her early teens) is 

understandably afraid at the appearance of the angel. But Gabriel assures her that his message is 

one of high favor from God. She will give birth to the Messiah who would fulfill God’s promises 

to King David and she is to call His name Jesus – which means “the Lord saves.” 

 

Unlike Zechariah, Mary’s question is not one of doubt but of confusion. How could she have a 

baby since she was a virgin? Gabriel tells us that her conception would be “overshadowed” by 

the Holy Spirit. Thus her child would be “the Son of God.” To further confirm this message, the 

angel tells Mary of the pregnancy of her aged relative Elizabeth and affirms that nothing is 

impossible with God. 

 

Mary’s response is amazing! She does not question this miracle in her life. She does not show 

fear at what it may cost her. She simply responds in humble faith as “the Lord’s servant.” She is 

ready and willing to do whatever God wants for her life. 

 

LESSON ONE: “How Will This Be, Since I am a Virgin?” When we speak of the virgin birth we 

are really talking about the conception of Jesus in Mary’s womb. Jesus’ physical birth into the 

world was like that of any other baby. But His conception was unique. No male ‘seed’ was 

involved. It was a miracle of God. We must not think of it in terms of God having sex with Mary 

as some pseudo-Christian cults teach. Nor must we consider it a myth like the pagan stories of 

ancient gods who cohabited with unsuspecting women. The virgin birth is a mystery! It uniquely 

demonstrated the deity of Jesus Christ.  

 

LESSON TWO: “I Am the Lord’s Servant.” Mary could not have known all the struggles and 

pain she would experience as the mother of Jesus. But she did understand it would not be an easy 

road. Who would believe her story of the angel’s visit? She likely thought about the unwarranted 

humiliation and shame she and her Son would endure. And yet she humbly submitted herself to 

God’s will. Years later, Jesus would express this same attitude when He prayed in Gethsemane, 

“Not My will, but Your will be done.” It is the attitude we as Christians need to display in our 

lives.  
 

“Submit yourselves to God…Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up” (James 4:7, 10) 
 

How would you describe a servant’s attitude according to the Bible? How is your ‘servant 

meter’? How willing are you to obey God joyfully even when it may bring pain and trouble in 

the short-term? 
  

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Zephaniah 1-3; Revelation 12 


