
A NEW NAME 

Thursday, December 13 

Reading: Isaiah 62 
 

Isaiah 62:2  The nations will see your vindication, and all kings your glory; you will be called by  
a new name that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.  

 

In the 1960’s, it was not unusual to have children in school with names like Moonbeam, Love, 

and Spring Fever. Especially in California. The kindergarten teachers in Santa Cruz had parents 

put name tags on their children before sending them to school. That is when they met “Fruit 

Stand.” The teachers thought the boy’s name a little odd, but they tried to make the best of it. 

 

“Would you like to play with the blocks, Fruit Stand?” they offered. Fruit Stand, how about a 

snack?” He accepted hesitantly. By the end of the day, his name didn’t seem much odder than 

Heather’s or Sun Ray’s. At dismissal time, the teachers led the students to their buses. “Fruit 

Stand, do you know which one is your bus?” He didn’t answer. He hadn’t answered them all day. 

They thought he was simply shy. The teachers had instructed the parents to write the names of 

their children’s bus stop on the reverse side of their name tags. The teacher turned over the boy’s 

tag. There, neatly printed, was the word “Anthony.” 
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This humorous story reminds us of the importance of names. They identify something about our 

character – who we are. In Isaiah 62, God promised to give His people a new name (62:1-2). 

Because of their straying from God, they had become known as “Deserted” (or forsaken) and 

“Desolate.” But God would give them a new name – “Hephzibah” (which means ‘my delight is 

in her’) and “Beulah” (which means ‘married’). God would once again delight in His people as a 

bridegroom rejoices over his bride. Israel would be “a crown of splendor in the LORD’s hand” 

(62:3-5). 

 

Several other new names are given to God’s people and His city Jerusalem at the end of the 

chapter. They would no longer be wayward but “will be called the Holy People.” They would no 

longer be forsaken but “the Redeemed of the Lord.” Jerusalem would no longer be a city 

deserted, but the place where people would seek after God. All this would result when the Savior 

came to reward His people (61:11-12). 

 

In the New Testament, we read that those who belong to Christ are given a new name as well 

(Rev. 2:17; 2 Pet. 4:16). We bear the name Christian. It means ‘follower of Christ.’ Today the 

true meaning of the name “Christian” has been distorted and almost lost. 

 

The word ‘Christian’ is only used three times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Pet. 

4:16). In the early days, it was coined by unbelievers as a term of ridicule and reproach. “Those 

crazy fanatics are like their crucified leader Christ!” It does not appear to be used directly by 

believers themselves until the 2
nd

 century. They ultimately accepted this term of derision as a 

badge of honor. To be a Christian is to be God’s holy people – the Redeemed of the Lord in 

which He delights. Christians are people who let the light of Christ shine through their lives. Are 

you living up to your new name? 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Zechariah 3-4; Revelation 11 


