
3 JOHN: MISSIONS MINDED 

Sunday, December 13 

Reading: 3 John 
 

3 John 1:5  Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, even though they are 

strangers to you. 6  They have told the church about your love. You will do well to send them on their  

way in a manner worthy of God. 7  It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no  

help from the pagans. 8  We ought therefore to show hospitality to such men so that we may work  

together for the truth. 
 

There are two kinds of people when it comes to missions—those who need to share Christ and 

those who need to hear about Him. 

 

H. A. Ironside used to tell a story about a meeting in which a missionary offering was taken. 

When the collection plate was handed to a wealthy man, he brushed it aside and said, “I do not 

believe in missions.” “Then take something out,” said the usher. “This is for the heathen.” 
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One of the major themes of these two short letters (2 & 3 John) involves missions. In John’s day, 

travelling teachers were a regular occurrence. Many of them were false teachers in it for the 

money and power (2 John 1:7-11). But some were missionaries who were spreading the gospel. 

Gaius, the man John is writing to, had faithfully supported these travelling “brothers and 

strangers” and they had reported back to John about Gaius’ love and generosity. 

 

These verses tell us much about missionaries and those who support them. First, we learn of the 

missionaries’ motives - they went out “for the sake of the Name.” Their motives were pure. They 

did not teach in order to gain fame or fortune. Their desire was to share the gospel of Jesus Christ 

with as many people as possible. Second, their finances were pure - they were “receiving no help 

from the pagans.” The false teachers didn’t care where their money came from, but these 

missionaries wanted it to be clear that the gospel was not “for sale!” And so it should be today. 

Those who serve the Lord do so out of love for Him and will do whatever it takes to keep the 

message of the gospel pure. 

 

These verses also describe the responsibility of those who do not go as the travelling 

missionaries had. We are to “send them on their way in a manner worthy of God.” This includes 

doing what we can to support them financially (with support/gifts) as well as spiritually (with 

prayers). In so doing, we “work together for the truth.” 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Here are some questions to help us be more missions-minded?  

1. What are you doing to support taking the gospel to the world? 

2. Is your support going toward ministries that honor Jesus Christ and not themselves? 

3. Are you praying for those missionaries you and your church support? 

4. Are you actively engaged in fulfilling the Great Commission to reach the lost in your 

own life? 
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