
2 JOHN: TRUTH AND LOVE 

Saturday, December 12 

Reading: 2 John 
 

2 John 1:3  Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son,  

will be with us in truth and love.  
 

2 & 3 John are short personal letters written by the apostle John from Ephesus. The ‘apostle of 

love” is probably nearing 100 years old and his focus is on two things – love and truth. 

 

I came across this interesting poem the other day: 
 

One step won't take you very far / You've got to keep on walking 

One word won't tell folks who you are / You have to keep on talking. 

One foot won't make you very tall / You have to keep on growing 

One trip to church won't tell you all / You Have To Keep On Going 
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This is the message of John’s second little letter. Though some view “dear lady” as a reference to 

the church, I believe 2 John was written as a personal letter to a lady and her children. John 

commends them for their godly walk with God. While the letter may be personal, the message is 

for all of us who name Christ as our Savior. 

 

Two words stick out in this short letter. We should not be surprised that one of them is “love” 

(used 4 times). This has been a major theme of the apostle in his gospel and first letter. But the 

second word John emphasizes is “truth” (used 5 times). He commends these believers for 

“walking in the truth” and reminds them to “walk in love.” The picture of walking describes a 

steady, consistent relationship. The Christian life is not a onetime race but a lifetime pursuit. As 

the poem says, we must “keep on walking.” 

 

There is an inseparable link between truth and love. Truth without love leaves one hard and 

judgmental. Love without truth leaves one soft on doctrine and willing to compromise for the 

sake of unity or peace. Both truth and love must be kept in balance to walk successfully with 

Christ. Love is not some mushy emotional feeling. It is obedience to the truth of God. Likewise 

walking in truth is not some rigid, “follow this list of rules” mentality that runs roughshod over 

people. Love and truth complement and control each other. John has repeated this over and over 

again in his gospel (cf. John 13-15) and 1 John.   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Are you walking in both truth and love? Are your actions and attitudes controlled by God’s 

Word and God’s love? Let’s keep walking, step by step with the Lord. 

 

2. John warns against supporting those who do not teach the truth. “If anyone comes to you and 

does not bring this teaching, do not take them into your house or welcome them. Anyone 

who welcomes them shares in their wicked work” (2 John 10-11). It is dangerous for our 

faith and testimony to be associated with those who are spreading false doctrine. This is not 

talking about the small disagreements Christians have about points in theology. This is 

talking about those who refuse to accept the Jesus of the Bible and twist God’s Word to 

comply with their wrong views. What false teachers have you seen in our world today? How 

do you respond to them and their message? 
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https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/no-reason-to-quit-jeremias-fababier-sermon-on-perseverance-

204785?page=3 


