
POWER OF PRAYER 

Monday, December 11 

Reading: Revelation 8 
 

Revelation 8: 3 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given 

much incense to offer, with the prayers of all God’s people, on the golden altar in front of the throne.  

4 The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God’s people, went up before God from the 

angel’s hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the  

earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 

 

In 1945, Spencer January’s infantry division was pinned down behind a house on the edge of the 

woods by German troops.  In desperation Spencer prayed, “God, You have to do something… 

please do something, God!”  Suddenly, from out of nowhere, a fluffy white cloud of fog 

appeared and obscured the German’s line of fire.  Spencer and his fellow soldiers quickly took 

advantage of this turn of events and scrambled to safety across the clearing and into the woods.  

When all the soldiers were safe, the cloud vanished!  Minutes later the house was bombed by 

German artillery who believed the American soldiers were still pinned down behind the stone 

structure. 
 

Two weeks later, Spencer received a letter from his mother.  “Son, what in the world was the 

matter on the morning of March 9
th

?  Mrs. Tankersly from church called me that morning and 

said the Lord had awakened her at 1:00 a.m. and said, ‘Spencer is in serious trouble.  Get up now 

and pray for him!’  She said she prayed for you until 6:00 in the morning.  She told me that the 

last thing she prayed before getting off her knees was, ‘Lord, whatever danger Spence is in, just 

cover him with a cloud.” 
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Prayer is one of the great mysteries of the Christian life.  Can the requests of finite people really 

affect the all-knowing, all-powerful God of the universe?  The answer is YES!  God would not 

stress the importance of prayer over and over again in Scripture if it were not important.  In this 

passage, God is about to begin His final series of judgments on the world.  But before He begins, 

the prayers of the saints are collected and offered up in worship.  Then the angel takes fire from 

the altar where these prayers where offered and hurls it to earth.  This is a clear picture that 

God’s judgment on the earth is in direct response to the prayers of His people. 
 

The Bible repeatedly promises that God hears the prayers of His people. In 2 Chronicles 7:14, 

God promises to act in response to His people’s prayers - “if my people, who are called by My 

name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then 

will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” James tells us that 

“the prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective” (5:16).   
 

Evangelist D. L. Moody was right when he said, “He who kneels the most, stands the best.” 
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 We 

may not understand all the mysteries of prayer, but that should only encourage us to keep on 

praying.  God is listening! 
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