
THE IMITATION OF CHRIST 

Tuesday, December 11 

Reading: Isaiah 61:1-9 
 

Isaiah 61:1  The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to  

proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim  

freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2  to proclaim the year  

of the LORD’s favor… 
 

The synagogue in Nazareth was silent as Jesus put down the scroll. He had just read from the 

prophet Isaiah (61:1-2a). They all knew that this passage was speaking about the coming 

Messiah. Many of those listening rubbed their ears in disbelief as Jesus said, “Today, this 

scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:16-21). Was He actually claiming to be the 

Messiah? Did this man who had grown up among them think He was the fulfillment of the long-

awaited promise of God? 

 

Isaiah has already explained the Savior’s mission to be a sacrificial offering for sin (Isa. 53). 

Here he presents the work of Messiah in terms of reaching out to people.  He will “preach good 

news” and “proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” He will “bind up the brokenhearted” and 

“proclaim freedom for the captives” who are held in the darkness of sin. He will bring joy 

instead of sorrow and praise in place of despair (61:1-7).  

 

In His message in Nazareth, Jesus did not quote the end of verse two about God’s “day of 

vengeance” for this was still future. Jesus’ earthly ministry was about bringing the good news of 

salvation and dying for our sins. When He returns the second time, He will bring judgment on 

the wicked and set up His people forever as “priests of the Lord” and “ministers of our God” 

(61:6). They will be “a people that LORD has blessed” (61:9). 

 

As I read the words of Isaiah 61, it strikes me that they describe our mission as well. We are 

called to “imitate Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1), to act as He acted; to live as He lived. From this passage 

we can gather a few guidelines to help us be more like our Savior. (1) We should be allowing the 

Holy Spirit to control our lives. (2) We should be sharing the gospel (“good news”) with 

everyone, especially the poor - those who desperately need the message that God loves them.   

(3) We should be reaching out to those who are hurting and brokenhearted with the comfort of 

God. (4)  We should be like “oaks of righteousness” (61:3) who display the glory of God through 

our lives. 

 

When we live in this way, we should not expect the world to stand up and applaud. When Jesus 

preached this message in Nazareth they ridiculed Him and tried to kill Him (Luke 4:22-30)! We 

should expect no less!  If we live like Christ, we should expect to be treated like Christ. 
 

John 15:20  Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted  

Me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed My teaching, they will obey yours also…16:33  "I have  

told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!  

I have overcome the world." 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Haggai 1-2; Revelation 9 


