
1 JOHN: RESTING ON CERTANTIES 

Friday, December 11 

Reading: 1 John 5 
 

1 John 5:13  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know 

that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 

according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we 

have what we asked of him.  
 

In the study of Albert Einstein hung the pictures of his “heroes” - among them Isaac Newton and 

Michael Faraday. Physicist Ernest Rutherford called Faraday “one of the greatest scientific 

discoverers of all time.” His research in the 1800’s formed the foundation for the electric motor 

and it was largely through his efforts that electricity became practical to use in technology. James 

Clerk Maxwell, another of Einstein’s “heroes” said, “Faraday is, and must always remain, the 

father of that enlarged science of electo-magnetism.” He also made many advances and 

inventions in the field of chemistry. But his greatest knowledge was found in his relationship 

with Jesus Christ. As he lay dying he was asked about his speculations about life after death. 

“Speculations!” he responded. “I have none. I am resting on certainties.” 
1  

 

Faraday knew the most important thing in life - he knew Christ as his Savior. Many Christians 

today do not have this confidence in their salvation. Perhaps it is because they are basing their 

assurance on their feelings and emotions. At the close of his letter, the apostle John reminds us 

that our assurance is based on the promises of God found in His Word. We do not base our 

salvation on “hope-so” speculations. We have God’s promise that He forgives and saves us when 

we turn to Him. 

 

This assurance should spill over into our prayer lives. If we know we are truly God’s children 

then we can also know that He hears our prayers. The reason we sometimes do not get our 

prayers answered is that we are not praying “according to His will.” The Life Application 

Concise New Testament Commentary gives a good definition of what this means. 
 

“In communicating with God, therefore, believers do not demand what they want or think they need; rather, 

they discuss with God what He wants for them. When believers align their prayers to God’s will, He is 

listening…Praying in line with God’s will is the key to getting what they ask for. They should not think that 

they can obtain anything they want in order to benefit themselves. Prayer in line with God’s will is prayer for 

the benefit of God’s Kingdom” (1 John 5:14-15 note). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

The focus of both our assurance of salvation and assurance of answered prayer is based on God’s 

power and God’s will. When we are in line with the heart of God we can know!  We can rest on 

the certainties of God’s Word!  
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READ THE NT: Mark 5 


