
SAMUEL: REVIVAL AT MIZPAH 

Sunday, August 8 

Reading: 1 Samuel 7:2-17 
 

1 Samuel 7:5  Then Samuel said, “Assemble all Israel at Mizpah, and I will intercede with the LORD for you.” 

6  When they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out before the LORD. On that day 

they fasted and there they confessed, “We have sinned against the LORD.” Now Samuel was serving as leader 

of Israel at Mizpah. 
 

Samuel would have been about 25 years old when the Ark was captured by the Philistines. There 

are 20 years between verse 2 and 3 of 1 Samuel 7. This chapter ends with a revival of the people 

of Israel but such an event took a lot of work. With the death of Eli and his sons, there was a 

vacuum in leadership that Samuel had been prepared by God to fill. He would work during these 

20 ‘silent’ years to restore the people’s faith in God. The reputation of the Tabernacle had been 

tarnished by Eli’s sons so Samuel had to restore their trust in God’s house and priests as well. 

Archaeology shows that the Philistines destroyed the city of Shiloh after the battle of Aphek (see 

also Jeremiah 7:12-14). But apparently Samuel had moved the Tabernacle before this happened. 

Much later we find it set up in the city of Nob (1 Samuel 21).  

 

Why did the Philistines not ‘finish the job’ after their great victory over Israel? Their experiences 

with the Ark may have put the fear of God into them. But when we dig a little deeper we 

discover that it is during these 20 years that Samuel is working to restore Israel spiritually that 

Samson was ‘keeping the Philistines busy’ with his feats of strength. The words “then all the 

people of Israel turned back to the Lord” are a synopsis of the effects of Samuel’s work during 

this time. The people listen to his words and get rid of their idols and serve the Lord only. 

 

After 20 years, the time was ripe for a revival. Samuel calls for a meeting at Mizpah. The 

pouring out of water before the Lord was a symbol of the people’s hearts being poured out. They 

showed their seriousness by fasting and confessing their sin to God. The Philistines hear about 

this gathering and decided it is a perfect time to attack. The destruction of their temple by 

Samson may have been fresh in their minds and they wanted some pay back. And the Israelites 

seemed to be sitting ducks! 

 

The Philistines were about to learn that it is not wise to attack God’s people when they are 

repenting. The Israelites are afraid and cry to Samuel to pray for them. “And the Lord answered 

him.” God sends a thunderstorm which startles the Philistines because this was the dry season 

when storms did not usually occur. They panic and flee. Their faith and courage restored, the 

men of Israel achieve a great victory so that the Philistines do not come back into the land all the 

days Samuel is the leader of Israel. To remember this day, Samuel sets up a stone and calls it 

Ebenezer – ‘stone of help.’   

 

We do not always realize what God is doing in our lives. The whole reason for Hannah 

dedicating her son to the Lord and Samuel growing up in the Tabernacle was to prepare him for 

the task God had planned for him. How has God used your past to prepare you to serve Him? 

 

Like Israel we all need times of repentance and remembrance. We need to daily examine our 

lives to be sure we are right with God. We also need ways to help us remember Who God is and 

what He has done for us.  

 


