
THERE SHALL BE SHOWERS OF BLESSING 

Sunday, August 7 
 

 

[1] There shall be showers of blessing:     [2] There shall be showers of blessing 

This is the promise of love;      Precious reviving again 

There shall be seasons refreshing,      Over the hills and the valleys 

Sent from the Savior above.      Sound of abundance of rain 

 

[CHORUS] 

Showers of blessing 

Showers of blessing we need 

Mercy-drops round us a falling 

But for the showers we plead 

 

[3] There shall be showers of blessing     [4] There shall be showers of blessing 

Send them upon us, O Lord      O that today they might fall 

Grant to us now a refreshing      Now as to God we’re confessing 

Come and now honor Thy Word      Now as on Jesus we call 

 

Daniel Webster Whittle (1840-1901) was a soldier during the Civil War eventually earning the rank of major. 

Though his mother was a devote Christian, Daniel Whittle was not. He was wounded in battle and had his arm 

amputated above the elbow. As he lay recouping in the army hospital he found the little New Testament his 

mother had packed for him. Needing something to pass the time he began to read. When he had read from 

Matthew to Revelation and started over again. Still he was not ready to accept the gospel. A few days later a 

young soldier in the bed next to him begged Whittle to pray for him. “I can’t pray. I never prayed in my life. I 

am just as wicked as you are.” But the man continued to plead with him and so Whittle gave in. In his own 

words… 
 

     “I dropped on my knees and held the boy’s hand in mine. In a few broken words I confessed my sins and asked Christ to  

     forgive me. I believed right there that He did forgive me. I then prayed earnestly for the boy. He became quiet and pressed 

     my hand as I prayed and pleaded God’s promises. When I arose from my knees, he was dead. A look of peace had come  

     over his troubled face, and I cannot but believe that God who used him to bring me to the Savior, used me to lead him to  

     trust Christ’s precious blood and find pardon. I hope to meet him in heaven.” 
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After the war, Daniel Whittle would join D.L. Moody’s evangelistic team. Whittle’s daughter would marry 

Moody’s son. Moody once said, I think Major Whittle has written some of the best hymns of the century.” 

Along with ‘There Shall Be Showers of Blessing’, Whittle also composed the hymns ‘I Know Whom I Have 

Believed’ and ‘Moment By Moment’. 

 

This hymn was written in 1883 and is based on Ezekiel 34:26 where God promises showers of blessing for His 

people. The image of “abundance of rain” and “mercy-drops” reminds us of the words of the prophet Hosea:   

“Sow for yourselves righteousness; Reap in mercy; Break up your fallow ground, For it is time to seek the 

LORD, Till He comes and rains righteousness on you” (Hosea 10:12 NKJV). The “seasons [of] refreshing” were 

promised in Acts 3:19: “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 

refreshing may come from the Lord.” May we say with the psalmist, “Will You not revive us again, that Your 

people may rejoice in You?” 

 

 
Hear ‘There Shall Be Showers of Blessing’ on Youtube @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yRCXyWP6X_A 
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  https://www.invertedchristian.com/post/there-shall-be-showers-of-blessing-the-story-behind-the-hymn 

 


