
SONG OF SONGS: A STORY OF PASSION 

Saturday, August 6 

Reading: Song 7-8 
 

Song of Songs 8:6  Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong as death, its  
jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. 7  Many waters cannot quench love;  
rivers cannot sweep it away. If one were to give all the wealth of one’s house for love, it would be utterly scorned. 

 

In these final two chapters, the happy couple expresses their love and desire for each other. We may not 

understand all the imagery since we don’t live in their culture (I wouldn’t suggest telling your wife her neck is 

like a tower [7:4] or compare her hair and teeth to a flock of goats [6:5-6]). But we can feel the passion in their 

hearts. It is interesting to compare how their language has progressed. Their words were passionate in the 

opening poems but have now become more intense and sensual. The difference is that they have been joined in 

marriage (3:6 – 5:1) and their passion for and enjoyment of each other is growing.  

 

“Place me like a seal over your heart” (8:6). A seal was used to identify ownership. The wife is asking to be her 

husband’s most valued possession. She has already exclaimed that “My beloved is mine and I am his” (2:16; 

6:3). They are united by a bond as strong as death. This is another way of saying, “Till death do us part.” The 

power of their love is expressed in terms of fire and rushing waters. Nothing can separate these lovers! 

 

The Hebrew word translated as “mighty flame” (8:6) literally means flame of the Lord. This implies that the 

bride knows that their love and passion are a gift from God. Both Old and New Testaments stress the 

importance of the marriage relationship. Sex within marriage is God’s gift to “make the two one flesh” (Genesis 

2:24; Matthew 19:5-6; Ephesians 5:31, et al.). Our society has taken the dignity and importance out of sexual 

relations. But the fire of passion between a husband and wife should not be squelched. “Marriage should be 

honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure…” (Hebrews 13:4). 

 

Song 8:8-14 gives the big picture of the lovers’ relationship. It began with her brothers protecting their little 

sister. A “wall” indicates fortification against promiscuity. A “door” symbolizes easy access from which her 

family must protect her purity. She assures her brothers that she was a wall. Her purity intact she is ready to 

give herself to her husband (8:8-10). Family plays an important role in teaching and protecting young people in 

God’s ways for love.  

 

The vineyard mentioned in 8:11 was where the lovers had first met (1:2-7). It had apparently been leased out to 

her brothers. “My own vineyard” is a reference to her own person – body, soul, and possessions – which she 

gives freely to her husband Solomon. The 200 shekels “for those who tend its fruit” is likely referring to her 

brothers who she honors for watching after her purity (8:12). As they have reminisced about the early days of 

their love, they realize that their passion for one another has not diminished. It has grown stronger and deeper 

(8:13-14). Do you reminisce with your spouse about your love relationship? Has it grown stronger over time? 

Do you feel the same passion for your spouse as you did at the beginning? Pray for God to continue to 

strengthen and deepen your bond to one another. 
 


