
SONG OF SONGS: A REAL LOVE STORY 

Friday, August 5 

Reading: Song 1-2 
 

Song of Songs 2:3 Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest is my lover among the young men. I delight to sit in his 
shade, and his fruit is sweet to my taste. 4  He has taken me to the banquet hall, and his banner over me is love.  

 

The popularity of the book trilogy Fifty Shades of Grey by E. L. James is a symptom of a much bigger problem. 

Since 2012, the series has sold over 100 million copies worldwide. The movie version, released in 2015, has 

earned over 500 million dollars worldwide. All this tells me that the world is obsessed with sex but knows 

nothing about love.   

 

By contrast, the Song of Solomon is a real love story. It is a series of poems that describe the relationship 

between Solomon and his beloved. It was likely written early in Solomon’s life before his harem went out of 

control and turned him away from God.  It might even be the record of his one true romance. 
 

OUTLINE 

(1) The Courtship   Song 1:1 – 3:5 

(2) The Wedding   Song 3:6 – 5:1 

(3) The Growth of Marital Love Song 5:2 – 8:14 
 

Why is this book in the Bible? Many through the centuries have asked this question.  The descriptions of the 

lovers can get a little steamy (although they are mild compared to other “love poems” of Solomon’s day). The 

book makes no direct reference to God, His law, or His covenants. So why is it in our Bible? The Song of 

Solomon reminds us that God created sexual passion and it is a beautiful act of love when done God’s way. It is 

an endorsement of sex within marriage that is both exciting and satisfying.   

 

This is especially important in our world today. Hollywood, TV, and magazines all tell us that sex is merely a 

natural function that requires no attachments or commitments. They purposefully ignore God’s standard and 

make up their own. However, in the beginning, God created sex! But it is only for those in a committed 

marriage relationship where the two become one flesh (Genesis 2:23-24). Whenever we take the good gifts of 

God and distort them to satisfy our own sinful pleasures, we destroy the beautiful plan God has for our lives. 

 

Why does God exalt the loving, exciting relationship between a husband and wife? One reason is because He 

uses this relationship as a picture of His relationship to believers. The Old Testament often used marriage as a 

picture of God and Israel and Israel’s turning to other gods was seen as adultery. In the New Testament, Paul 

compares the relationship of Christ and His Church to that of husbands and wives (Ephesians 5). If we are to 

explain Christ’s love for us and ours for Him, we must uphold the picture He has given us - the loving, intimate 

relationship of marriage. 

 

Have we “given in” to our culture and diminished the important link between intimacy and marriage? If so, 

what can we do to get it back so the world can see the true love of Christ through our lives? 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE BOOKS OF POETRY: Ecclesiastes 11-12 


