
PROVERBS 30-31: A NOBLE WIFE pt 3 

Thursday, August 4 

Reading: Proverbs 31:10-31 
 

Proverbs 31:30  Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 
 

We have looked at the marriage and family of this remarkable woman of wisdom. Today we will look at her 

relationship to work and the community. 

 

HER WORK – First she is a hard worker. Despite her wealthy situation, she does not sit back and let others do 

all the work. She “works with eager hands” (31:13-14) and “sets about her work vigorously” (31:17). These 

terms tell us that her work is enjoyable and she delights in providing for her family. The word translated 

“vigorously” literally means ‘to gird up your loins.’ “Girding the loins involved tucking one's floor length tunic 

into one's belt in order to allow for free movement of one's legs for fighting or hard work.”
1
 Today we might 

say she rolls up her sleeves and gets to work. She has a keen business sense and uses it to supply what her 

family needs (31:13-14, 16, 24). And all her hard work and wisdom pays off – “her trading is profitable, and her 

lamp does not go out at night” (31:18). This does not necessarily mean that she stays up all night working. It 

probably means that she makes enough to keep the lights burning. A poor person could not afford to keep the 

lamp burning all night. The godly wife is a model of dedication, diligence, and dependability. 

 

While we should all exemplify these characteristics in our physical lives, we should also display them in our 

spiritual lives. “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 

yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain”  

(1 Corinthians 15:58). 

 

HER COMMUNITY – While she strives to provide for her own family, she also “opens her arms to the poor 

and extends her hands to the needy” (31:19-20). She does not forget those around her that she can help. “All 

that her hands have done” are noticed and praised by the leaders “at the city gate” (31:31). She is known in the 

community as one who is compassionate and generous. “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and 

He will reward them for what they have done” (19:17). “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 

proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 

people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6:9-10). 

 

HER CHARACTER – This poem concludes by telling us why she has such a noble standing in her marriage, 

her family, her work, and her community. Her character is based on her fear of the Lord (31:30). Her noble 

stature is not based on external qualities like charm and beauty, but on an inward faith in God. She can live in 

confidence because her godly lifestyle has clothed her with “strength and dignity” (31:25). Her words are filled 

with the wisdom of God and she teaches them to her family and community (31:26). How fitting that Proverbs 

ends with this example of wisdom lived out in daily life. How do you measure up? Are you known in your 

family and community as one who displays God’s wisdom? Could people say that you are “worth far more than 

rubies?” Does the fear of the Lord guide your life?  
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READ THRU THE BOOKS OF POETRY: Ecclesiastes 10 


