
PROVERBS 30-31: A NOBLE WIFE pt 2 

Wednesday, August 3 

Reading: Proverbs 31:10-31 
 

Proverbs 31:28  Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her 
 

The Hebrew word translated “noble” in the NIV is a very interesting word. It is variously translated as 

“excellent” (ESV), “virtuous” (NKJV), “virtuous and capable” (NLT), and “strong character” (GW). Its basic 

meaning is strength, wealth, and army. It is often used of military prowess. It describes her wealth of virtues and 

strength of character. We see this in her relationships in the home and community. 

 

HER HUSBAND – It is often said, “Behind every great man is a great woman.” The noble wife’s relationship 

with her husband is central in this poem as he appears at the beginning (11-12), middle (23), and end (28-29). 

He fully trusts his wife, knowing that she has the best interest of himself and the family at heart. He is respected 

in the city gate, the place where business and government took place. His wife makes him better and helps give 

him greater respect in the community. And he understands and appreciates all that she does. He praises her as 

the most noble woman he knows. 

 

When God created a wife for Adam he declared that she was “a helper suitable for him” (Genesis 2:18). This is 

not a term of inferiority as some men would like to suggest. In fact it is a term of high honor and respect. God 

himself is often called the Helper of Israel” (Psalm 54:4; 118:7; Isaiah 41:10). In Proverbs 31:11-12, I see a 

possible parallel to Psalm 23. That her husband “lacks nothing of value” reminds me of Psalm 23:1 which says 

that when the Lord is my Shepherd “I lack nothing.” Just as “surely goodness and love will follow me all the 

days of my life” (Psalm 23:6), so this godly wife “brings him good…all the days of her life.” In the New 

Testament marriage is used as a picture of Christ’s relationship with His church. Is it too much to say that God’s 

“intention for marriage was for a wife to be to her husband a little bit of what God is to His people” [and vice 

versa]?
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Is your relationship to your spouse honoring to God? Do you have a mutual love and respect for each 

other? Can others see a little bit of God’s life shining through your marriage? 

 

HER FAMILY – The wife in this poem is a woman of means (obviously since it is a queen describing her to her 

son, the king). She provides the best for her family and runs the household well (31:15, 27). Unlike the sluggard 

who will not even get out of bed or feed himself (26:14-15), she is up early and makes sure her family has all 

they need. She has prepared for the future (31:21-22). When cold weather comes she does not worry because 

she has provided the best warm clothing for her family. Thus her children join her husband and “arise and call 

her blessed” (31:28).  
 

While not all women could aspire to her financial status, all can emulate her industriousness and commitment to providing the best 

care for her family within whatever monetary means she has. She is the example of a wise woman who builds her house, and any 

woman who likewise wants to honor the Lord with her life in relation to her family can follow her example (cf. Pr 14:1).”
2
 

 

 

 
1 

 A. J. Higgins. What the Bible Teaches – Proverbs (Ritchie Old Testament Commentary series), p. 363 
2
  David Finkbeiner. Moody Bible Commentary, p 968 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE BOOKS OF POETRY: Ecclesiastes 9 


