
RUNNING AHEAD OF GOD 

Wednesday, August 31 

Reading: Genesis 16-17 
 

Genesis 16:1  Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian maidservant named Hagar;  

2  so she said to Abram, "The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build  

a family through her." Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3  So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his  

wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4  He slept with Hagar, and she 

conceived. 
 

Though he trusts God, Abram and Sarai have trouble waiting for God. They devise their own plan to get an heir. 

Sarai gives her husband her Egyptian servant Hagar
1
 to sire a child. This was an acceptable practice in Abram’s 

day, but it was the world’s way of doing things instead of trusting in God’s plan. The result is conflict between 

Hagar and her mistress Sarai and ultimately the birth of Ishmael. This lack of faith would have repercussions 

that reach down even to our world today.  

 

When we try to do things our own way it usually ends up in a big mess! Hagar becomes pregnant and 

immediately begins to “despise” Sarai since she has done what Sarai had been unable to do. This makes Sarai 

bitter and she blames Abram for the results of her plan.  Abram does not come off smelling like a rose in this 

episode either. He agrees to Sarai’s plan without consulting the Lord and then when problems develop he allows 

Sarai to do whatever she wants, even abusing Hagar so she has to flee for her safety!   

 

Even in the midst of this mess, we see God’s grace. He meets with the outcast Hagar and encourages her. 

Though she feels no one else cares for her she calls the Lord “the God who sees me.” Even after this lack of 

faith, God renews His covenant with Abram, giving him a new name
2
 and a new sign. Despite his poor 

judgment in running ahead of God’s plan, the Lord continues to bless Abraham and Sarah and promises to give 

them a son.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Today, two peoples claim Abraham as their father – Israel though Isaac and the Arabs through Ishmael. 

While Isaac and Ishmael seem to have settled their differences (see Genesis 25), the nations that came from 

them have not! What if Abram had simply trusted God’s plan and God’s timing instead of running ahead 

with his own scheme? Have you ever decided that you knew better than God? What was the outcome of this 

decision? What might have happened if you prayed about it first? What would happen if we did things 

God’s way instead of our own way or the world’s way? 

2. How can you apply Proverbs 3:5-6 to your life: 
 

Proverbs 3:5  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 

6  in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. 

 
 

1 
 Sarai’s servant Hagar was probably acquired while they were in Egypt during the famine. 

2 
 God will change his name to Abraham in Genesis 17. Abram means ‘exalted father.’ Abraham means ‘father of a 

multitude.’ Both names are a reminder of Abraham’s predicament. In Genesis 15 he has no son. In Genesis 17 God says 

he has the wrong son. 
 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Genesis 20-24 


