
ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD 

Tuesday, August 30 

Reading: Genesis 14-15 
 

Genesis 15:1  After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield,  

your very great reward."…5  He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you  

can count them." Then He said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 6  Abram believed the LORD, and He credited it to  

as righteousness. 
 

When Abram hears that his nephew Lot has been taken prisoner by a foreign army, he sets out with his allies to 

rescue him. Whether God spoke to Abram about this we are not told, but God gave him a great victory. He 

recovers everything the invading army had taken, including Lot and his family. 

 

On the journey home, Abram is met by two kings. The first is Melchizedek, king of Salem. In Melchizedek, 

Abram finds a kindred spirit who also worships the One true God. He blesses Abram and reminds him that God 

had given him this great victory (14:18-20). Abram is so impressed by this man that he adopts the name 

Melchizedek called the Lord - “God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth” (14:18, 22).   

 

The second king is Bera, king of Sodom. He offers to give Abram all the spoils of war if he will only return his 

people to him. Abram refuses this evil king lest Bera claim that he made Abram rich. Abram will trust in God to 

provide for him. 

 

When he gets home, God comes to encourage Abram. Perhaps he is afraid that the kings he has just defeated 

will come back for revenge. God reminds him that He is Abram’s shield. He also commends him for refusing 

the wealth of Sodom by telling him that the Lord is all the reward he needs. 

 

It had been about ten years since God had promised to make Abram a great nation. But he is still childless. God 

promises that he will have a son and that his descendants would be like the stars in the sky. This is followed by 

one of the most important statements in Scripture: “And Abram believed the Lord, and He credited to him as 

righteousness” (Genesis 15:6). This verse is repeated three times in the New Testament (Romans 4:3; Galatians 

3:6; James 2:23). Abram trusted in the promises of God and the God of the promises. Because of his faith, God 

credited His righteousness to Abram. It was not because Abram deserved it, but because he had faith in the One 

who could give it. He was declared righteous by God Himself. 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Abram had confidence in God’s promises. Do you have this kind of confidence in what God has promised 

you when you believe? 

2. Justification is the judicial act of God by which He declares the guilty sinner to be righteous because of the 

blood of Christ. That is what “credited” with God’s righteousness means. It is not earned; it is a free gift to 

all who believe. Have you accepted this gift? 
 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Genesis 16-19 


