
SACRIFICING FAITH 

Wednesday, August 2 

Reading: Mark 8:27-38 
 

Mark 8:34  Then He called the crowd to Him along with His disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be My disciple must  
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow Me.”  

 

This marks the turning point in Jesus’ ministry. It is the first time a disciple states that Jesus is the Messiah and 

the first time Jesus predicts His death. It occurs in a very pagan area. Caesarea Philippi was 25 miles north of 

Bethsaida. It was a Gentile city ruled by Herod Phillip, brother of Herod Antipas. It was heavily influenced by 

Greek and Roman culture and the worship of their gods. It is here that Jesus first begins to reveal God’s plan to 

His men. 

 

The crowds have a high opinion of Jesus, placing Him with the great prophets of old. Jesus’ second question is 

the most important one – “Who do you say I am?” Peter gets the right answer. But instead of hearing about the 

glorious kingdom Christ will bring in, Jesus tells them about His rejection, crucifixion, and resurrection. This is 

too much for Peter and he rebukes Jesus. He does not understand the full scope of God’s plan but is focusing on 

an earthly kingdom. Jesus’ death is out of the question! Without realizing it, Peter was doing the work of Satan. 

Jesus’ rebuke is really directed at Satan. Jesus would not allow the enemy to use His disciples to distract Him 

from the cross. 

 

Jesus now tells His disciples how they are to live. He has told them that He is going to die and those who follow 

Him must be willing to do the same. To follow Christ means to deny self – to give up our own wants and 

desires and follow what God wants and desires for us.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “Who Do You Say I Am?” This is the question every person must answer. What your parents believe or 

what your pastor says is not the issue. Every person must have a personal trust in Jesus Christ for salvation. 

Who do you say Jesus is? What impact does He have on your life? 

 

2. “Get Behind Me, Satan!” Peter was not focused on God’s will but on what He thought was best from his 

perspective. By thinking about what he wanted instead of what God wanted He was in effect trying to block 

God’s plan. Do we ever “get in God’s way” by demanding our own agendas and desires? What warning 

does Jesus’ rebuke give us? How can we keep our minds focused on God and His will for our lives?  

 

3. “Take Up Your Cross.” Too often we use this phrase to describe some trivial burden in our life – “That’s 

my cross to bear.” But in Jesus’ day, everyone knew that someone who took up a cross was going to their 

death. Believers must “kill” their own wants in favor of those of the Savior. Paul said it this way: 
 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in  

the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). 
 

Too many today are preaching an “easy believism” gospel. They tell you, “Just pray the prayer and you’re 

OK. No change in living required!” But this is the opposite of what Jesus said. To be ashamed of Christ is to 

reject His offer of salvation and be lost. A Christian’s life must be one of identifying with Christ and 

following Him no matter the cost. What desires do you need to surrender to Christ? What does it mean for 

you to “lose your life” in order to gain eternal life? 
 


