
PROVERBS 30-31: A NOBLE WIFE pt 1 

Tuesday, August 2 

Reading: Proverbs 31:10-31 
 

Proverbs 31:10  A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. 
 

Proverbs 31:10-31 is a work of art. It is an acrostic poem in which each verse begins with the next letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet. You might call it “The A to Z” of the noble wife. It is debated whether these words should be 

attributed to Lemuel’s mother or some other author. To me it seems appropriate to credit these words to the 

king’s mother. After warning him of his duty and to avoid the ‘wrong woman,’ she now gives him an extended 

poem about the ‘right woman’ with which to share his life. 

 

Many have observed when reading this proverb that it portrays an idealized picture of the perfect wife – a 

picture that is almost impossible to live up to! However maybe it is best to see this description more like an 

obituary. At a funeral we see the full picture of a person’s life. We see character and abilities that have 

developed through an entire lifetime. Perhaps it would be helpful to see this picture of the noble wife as the 

culmination of all she is and does throughout her life and not simply as a point-in-time portrait. Here is wisdom 

lived out in real life! 

 

As this poem closes the book it should also be noted that all the virtues described in Proverbs are now seen in 

action in the life of this godly woman. Proverbs 8-9 pictures wisdom as a woman calling out for all those to 

come to her and gain life. Two times Proverbs has described wisdom as “more precious than rubies.”  
 

Proverbs 3:13  Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding… 

15  She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. 
 

Proverbs 8:11  For wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with her.  
 

So through the example of this godly wife we see wisdom in action. “Proverbs never presents wisdom as some 

abstract, ethereal quality or as some academic subject, unrelated to the hard knocks of life. No, from the start 

wisdom shows up in the streets and the marketplace, unafraid to call out fools in public, crying out for people to 

listen…Wisdom is strong in the most concrete way.”
1 

That the poem ends with the mention of “a woman who 

fears the LORD” ties us back to the main theme of the whole book – “the fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

wisdom” (see 1:7; 2:5; 9:10; 10:27; 14:27; 15:16; 16:6; 19:23; 22:4; 23:17). Thus the principles and virtues of 

wisdom displayed in this noble woman can be applied to believers of any age, gender, or marital status. “It will 

express itself in different ways, but the moral qualities which make up this character which delights God will be 

the same whatever the circumstances.”
2
 

 

As you read through these verses, what character traits do you see that make her so exceptional? How do others 

view her? What areas of her life do you emulate? What areas do you still need to work on?  
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READ THRU THE BOOKS OF POETRY: Ecclesiastes 8 


