
PROFILES IN SACRIFICE 

Tuesday, August 29 

Reading: Mark 14:12-31 
 

Mark 14:22  While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His  

disciples, saying, “Take it; this is My body.” 23  Then He took a cup, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,  

and they all drank from it. 24  “This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” He said to them. 
 

It is Thursday evening and Jesus gathers for His last Passover meal with His disciples. Jesus would take this 

memorial meal and give it new meaning. As the blood of the lamb on the door of their homes saved the ancient 

Israelites from the Tenth Plague (death of firstborn) in Egypt, so Jesus’ blood would save them from eternal 

death. As the people were delivered from slavery in Egypt, so Jesus would deliver them from slavery to sin.  

 

JESUS’ SACRIFICE: Jesus announces His betrayal and dismisses Judas without the others realizing what is 

going on (John 13:31-30). With the departure of Judas, He knows His time is limited. Jesus takes the bread and 

cup of the Passover meal and makes them symbols of His body and blood given for salvation. Jesus’ sacrifice 

would bring the ultimate forgiveness of sins and a renewed fellowship with God to those who trust in Him. 

Jesus would not drink the fruit of vine with His disciple again. But He promised they would fellowship around 

the cup once again in the kingdom of God. 

 

THE DISCIPLE’S DESERTION: While He was about to give His life for them, Jesus knew His men would 

soon desert Him to save their own skins. This was no surprise to Jesus for it had been prophesied in Zechariah 

13:7. But He comforted them with the fact that they would see Him again. Their desertion would not change 

His love for them or His purpose for them to spread of the gospel when He was gone. Peter protests that he will 

never fall away, but Jesus tells the big fisherman that he will deny His Lord three times this night. Even after 

this prediction, Peter still insists he is ready to die for Christ. But when the time came, Peter would fail despite 

his intentions of loyalty.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. “This is My Body…This is My Blood.”  The New Covenant Jesus proclaimed was recorded in Jeremiah 

31:31-34. It promised God writing His law on people’s minds and hearts, a new and deeper knowledge of 

the Lord, and the forgiveness of their iniquity and sins. When we gather to partake of the Lord’s Table (or 

Communion) we “proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). While there is no 

special “grace” imparted by the bread and the cup, it should have a special meaning for believers. It is time 

to make a “spiritual check-up” and thank the Lord in a special way for His sacrifice on our behalf.  

 

2. “Even If All Fall Away, I Will Not.” Romans 12:3 says, “Do not think of yourself more highly than you 

ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to 

each of you.” The pride of Peter and the other disciples led them to believe Jesus was wrong in His 

predictions of their desertion and denials. They were trusting in their own strength to keep them faithful. We 

often do the same. Instead of trusting in the Holy Spirit to give us strength to stand for Christ and resist 

temptation we believe we can handle it ourselves. This only leads to failure. Instead, we are to be a “living 

sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God” and “not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:1-2). 
 


