
ABRAHAM’S FAITH 

Monday, August 29 

Reading: Genesis 12-13 
 

Genesis 12:2  “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be  

a blessing.  3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be  

blessed through you.” 
 

Genesis 12-36 gives the history of the beginning of the nation of Israel. It focuses on three men – the patriarchs 

– whom God used to bring His chosen people into existence. A key theme of these chapters is how God began 

to fulfill the covenant He made with Abraham (12:1-3; 7). 

 

OUTLINE OF GENESIS 12-36: covers about 400 years of history. 
  

(1) Abraham     Genesis 12-23 

(2) Isaac     Genesis 24-27 

(3) Jacob     Genesis 26-36 
 

The Abrahamic Covenant not only gives promises to Abram (whom God will rename Abraham) and his 

descendants, it also gives hope to the entire world. It consists of several promises: 

1) God would make Abraham into a GREAT NATION 

2) God would BLESS Abraham and make his NAME GREAT 

3) God would BLESS THOSE WHO BLESS YOU and CURSE THOSE WHO CURSE YOU 

4) God would BLESS ALL PEOPLES OF THE EARTH through Abraham 

5) God would GIVE THIS LAND to Abraham’s descendants 

 

Here we have personal promises for Abraham (#2, #3), national promises for Israel (#1, #3 & #5), and a 

spiritual promise for the world (#4). This was an unconditional covenant. Abraham could not earn it and his 

descendants could not lose it no matter how sinful and disobedient they became. Many times in Scripture we 

read that God kept His covenant not because Israel deserved it but because of His promise to “the fathers.” God 

will fulfill every part of His promise to Abraham through Jesus, the One through whom all peoples are blessed 

(see Galatians 3:6-9). 

 

Like all of us, Abraham’s faith experienced ‘ups and downs.’ Though he obeyed God and travelled to a new 

land, when a famine comes he runs to Egypt instead of trusting God. There he lies about his wife and puts all 

the promises of God in jeopardy. God protects Abram and Sarai but the effects of this lack of faith will have  

far-reaching consequences. In these early chapters we also see a symbol of Abram’s faith. At each stop he 

builds an altar and worships the Lord. In the midst of this pagan land, Abram declares his faith in the One  

true God to those around him. 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Where are the “altars” in your life? Is worship a central part of your walk with God? Can those around you 

see your devotion to Christ? 

2. After his failure to trust God in Egypt, Abram went right back to his altar to recommit his life to God.  

What does this tell us about what we should do when we fall into sin? 

3. What about the faith of Abram encourages you in your walk of faith? 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Genesis 12-15 


