
RAINBOW PROMISE 

Saturday, August 27 

Reading: Genesis 8-9 
 

Genesis 8:20  Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed 

burnt offerings on it. 21  The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in His heart: "Never again will I curse the ground 

because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living 

creatures, as I have done. 
 

The Flood was over. Noah, his family, and all the animals walked out into a world swept clean by the waters of 

God’s judgment. However, the basic problem still remained. The world was still corrupted by sin. God’s 

statement in Genesis 8:21 about the condition of humanity is the same as that recorded in Genesis 6:5 before the 

flood - “every inclination of his heart is evil.” The Flood had not dealt with the problem of sin; it simply 

reduced the number of sinners. This is clearly seen at the end of chapter 9 with the sin of Noah and the 

disrespect of his son Ham.   

 

God’s grace would still be the deciding factor for mankind’s future. It was His grace that made the promise to 

never again destroy the earth with a flood. It was His grace that caused Him to bless Noah and his family and 

reestablish their dominion over the earth (9:1-3). The rainbow is a symbol of God’s grace; a reminder that God 

is patient with sinful people. 

 

Noah’s response to God’s grace was to offer a sacrifice of worship. He wanted to thank the Lord for His grace. 

When Genesis says that “God remembered Noah” (8:1) it is not saying that God had forgotten about him. It is 

saying that God was about to act on Noah’s behalf. Just as God acted to save Noah, so God has acted to provide 

salvation of us. He remembered us and in His grace sent Jesus to take the judgment for our sin on Himself. 

What other response can we have but to worship Him!   

 

While we no longer offer animal sacrifices, the New Testament mentions several ways we are to worship the 

Lord through sacrifice. 
 

 We are to be a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God (Romans 12:1) 

 We are to walk in love as a sacrifice to God (Ephesians 5:2) 

 Our gifts can be a sacrifice to God (Philippians 4:16-18) 

 We are to offer the sacrifice of praise (Hebrews 13:15) 
 

God’s statement that the normal earth cycle would not cease “as long as the earth endures” hints at the fact that 

someday this old world will end. Peter reminds us not to take the grace and patience of God for granted. The 

world scoffs at the idea of God’s judgment, but one day the clock will stop and God will judge this sin-cursed 

world (2 Peter 3). Are you safe in the “Ark” of Christ’s salvation? 

 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Even though the birds he sent out provided evidence that the earth was dry, Noah still waited until God told 

him to leave the ark. What does this tell us about the importance of following God’s Word versus our own 

wisdom? 

2. How should meditating on God’s grace affect the way we live our lives? 
 


