
FIRST GOSPEL 

Thursday, August 25 

Reading: Genesis 3 
 

Genesis 3:14  So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the livestock 
and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15  And I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 

 

In the fourth stanza of his Christmas carol “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” Charles Wesley refers to the above 

verses.   
 

Come, Desire of nations, come! / Fix in us Thy humble home: 

Rise, the woman’s conqu’ring seed / Bruise in us the serpent’s head; 

Adam’s likeness now efface / Stamp Thine image in its place: 

Final Adam from above / Reinstate us in Thy love. 
 

In theological circles, Genesis 3:14-15 is called the Protevangelium or “first gospel.” It is here that God gives 

His first promise of the coming Messiah. Adam and Eve have eaten the forbidden fruit and brought sin into the 

world. When God comes to the garden to confront them He does not do so in anger but in mercy. He does not 

condemn them but simply asks “Where are you?” He is giving them a chance to admit their sin and repent. 

However, just as most of us do today, each one blames someone else for their disobedience. Yet God will not 

abandon them to suffer the ultimate consequence of their sin. While He must bring punishment, He also 

provides them with a promise. And isn’t it just like God to provide the promise before He pronounces the 

penalty! 

 

While God must bring punishment on the sinners, nowhere in this passage does God directly “curse” Adam and 

Eve. But the serpent who was used by Satan to tempt humanity is cursed. Its fate would be one of humiliation 

for its part in the Fall. The serpent would become an eternal symbol of evil. But God goes beyond a mere 

judgment on the snake and instead speaks to the one who had used it - Satan himself. 

 

Verse 15 is not merely a promise that women will not like snakes. It is a prediction of the continual war 

between Satan and mankind. This war will end with the coming of “the seed of the woman.” Children were 

usually identified by their father, not their mother. Thus, this phrasing hints at the virgin birth of Christ. Genesis 

changes from the plural “her [seeds]” to the singular “He will crush.” It is the coming Messiah who would crush 

the serpents head! This “crushing” began at the cross. While the cross may have appeared to be a victory for 

Satan (“you will strike his heel”), it was in reality the victory of Christ over Satan and sin. Here, before He 

pronounces the punishment for sin, God lovingly reveals His plan to send the Savior. This promise is further 

pictured by God covering their nakedness with the skins of an animal. An innocent animal had to die to cover 

their shame. In like manner, the innocent Son of God would die to cover our sin and shame. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. What does it tell us about God that He promised salvation before He pronounced punishment? 

2. How did sin affect people’s relationship with God, with each other, and with the rest of creation?            

3. What does Romans 8:18-30 tell us about God’s plan to redeem us and all creation? 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Genesis 7-9 


