
GOD OF WONDERS 

Sunday, August 21 
 

 

[1] Lord of all creation      [2] Early in the morning 

Of water, earth, and sky      I will celebrate the light     

The heavens are Your tabernacle      When I stumble in the darkness   

Glory to the Lord on High      I will call Your name by night     

        

[CHORUS]        [BRIDGE] 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy     Hallelujah!  

You are holy, holy      To the Lord of heaven and earth    

The universe declares Your majesty     Hallelujah! 

You are holy, holy      To the Lord of heaven and earth 

Lord of heaven and earth 

Lord of heaven and earth 

 

“God of Wonders” was co-written by Steve Hindalong and Marc Byrd. This song was a departure for them as 

they both have roots in the alternative rock music genre. The lyrics were inspired one weekend in 1999 as Byrd 

spent a weekend reading the Psalms. He wrote most of the music and Hindalong filled in the rest of the lyrics. 
 

In late January of 2003, the song was played by mission control in Houston as a wake-up call for Rick Husband, 

commander of the space shuttle Columbia on Day 6 of their orbit around the earth. Husband replied, "Good 

morning Houston. Thank you. We can really appreciate the lyrics of that song up here. We look out the window 

and see that God truly is a God of wonders!"
1
 A few days later, Columbia disintegrated in the earth’s 

atmosphere only 16 minutes from its final touchdown. In response to this tragedy, President George W. Bush 

made a televised address that ended with the following: 
 

“In the skies today we saw destruction and tragedy. Yet farther than we can see there is comfort and hope. In the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, ‘Lift your eyes and look to the heavens. Who created all these? He who brings out the starry hosts one by one 

and calls them each by name. Because of His great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.’ The same Creator 

who names the stars also knows the names of the seven souls we mourn today. The crew of the shuttle Columbia did not 

return safely to Earth; yet we can pray that all are safely home.”
2
 

 

Rick Husband was a strong Christian. His pastor noted that while visiting his family after the tragedy Rick’s 

wife showed him a document every astronaut must sign in case they don’t return from their mission. At the 

bottom of this document Rick had written, “Tell them about Jesus. He means everything to me.” In a newspaper 

interview he had given the Fresno Bee before his last mission to space he said, “I am a strong believer and a 

Christian. I look out that window at what a beautiful creation God has made.”
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Psalm 19 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  

2  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.  

3  They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them.  

4  Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.  

5  It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like a champion rejoicing to run his course.  

6  It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is deprived of its warmth.  

7  The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.  

8  The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes.  

9  The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the LORD are firm, and all of them are righteous.  

10  They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb.  

11  By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward.  

12  But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden faults.  

13  Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then I will be blameless, innocent of great transgression.  

14  May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
 

Listen to “God of Wonders” @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzRXOmX1Fgw 

Listen to President Bush’s Columbia address @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LT5ecjjXdqw 
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