
Pt 5: THE STORY CONTINUES 

Saturday, August 20 

Reading: Acts 1-2 
 

Acts 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
 

The Great Commission to make disciples of all nations is fleshed out in the remainder of the New Testament.  

  

ACTS is Luke’s sequel to his gospel. It records the birth of the Church from Jesus’ return to heaven to the 

coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to the missionary journeys of the Apostle Paul – a span of around 30-35 

years. The first 12 chapters focus on Peter and the Jerusalem Church. The last 16 chapters focus on Paul and the 

gospel being spread to the Gentiles. 

 

PAUL’S LETTERS were written to various churches and individuals to instruct, encourage, and correct them in 

living out their faith. GALATIANS was written soon after the close of his 1
st
 missionary journey. 1&2 

THESSALONIANS were written next during Paul’s stay in Corinth during his 2
nd

 missionary journey. The two 

letters to the CORINTHIANS were written during his 3
rd

 missionary journey and ROMANS was written toward 

the end of it. After this journey, Paul is arrested in Jerusalem and sent to Rome. As he sits under house arrest 

awaiting trial, he writes to the churches of the EPHESIANS, PHILIPPIANS, COLOSSIANS, and a personal 

letter to his friend PHILEMON about his runaway slave Onesimus. Though not recorded in the Bible, it appears 

Paul was released after two years and continued his travels. The letters of 1 TIMOTHY and TITUS were 

written during this last period of freedom. However, after the burning of Rome in AD 64, the emperor Nero 

used the Christians as scapegoats and had many of them arrested and killed for sport and the entertainment of 

the crowds. Peter would die in this persecution and Paul would eventually be rearrested. 2 TIMOTHY is his 

‘last will and testament’ written from his dungeon before he was beheaded for his faith. 

 

OTHER LETTERS - HEBREWS was written to explain how the Old Testament Temple, priesthood, and 

sacrifices were fulfilled in Jesus. In AD 70, the Roman armies destroyed the Temple in Jerusalem so this letter 

was probably written before that date. No one but God knows who authored this letter. JAMES was a half-

brother of Jesus (son of Mary and Joseph) and would become the leader of Jerusalem church (Acts 15). His 

letter is a practical discussion of Christian living. 1&2 PETER were written by the Apostle Peter toward the end 

of his life to encourage suffering believers. JUDE was another half-brother of Jesus who writes a short letter to 

warn against false teachers. 1,2,3 JOHN were short letters written toward the end of the life of the beloved 

apostle. Two key themes of these letters are ‘love’ and ‘truth.’  

 

REVELATION is the last book written and the most difficult to interpret. It records a series of visions given to 

the Apostle John while he was in exile on the prison island of Patmos. Its stated purpose is to reveal or unveil 

Jesus Christ. It shows us the glorified Jesus and His messages to the churches (1-3). It also reveals His judgment 

on unrepentant humanity and His glorious return in power and glory (4-20). It then closes out The Story with a 

glimpse of eternity and an invitation to “Come” (21-22).  

 
 


