
PROVERBS 30-31: WOMEN, WINE, & RIGHTEOUSNESS 

Monday, August 1 

Reading: Proverbs 31:1-9 
 

Proverbs 31:8  Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 9  Speak up  

and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy. 
 

Like Agur of chapter 30, we know nothing about King Lemuel. It is safe to assume that he was not an Israelite 

since no king of Israel was ever named Lemuel. However he and his family obviously knew the true God for his 

name means “devoted to God.” These too are the inspired word of God as the Hebrew word meaning oracle is 

used as it was in Proverbs 30:1. Technically, these are the words of Lemuel’s mother that he is now relating to 

us. After all the times Proverbs has mentioned a mother not blessed (30:11) and even scorned (30:17) by her 

son, it is wonderful to see a son actually honoring his mother. Her wisdom to her son is about women, wine, and 

righteousness. 

 

WOMEN (31:3) – ‘Hooking up’ with the wrong woman has been a common theme in Proverbs. Here it appears 

for the last time just before giving us the ultimate example of the right kind of woman. Leaders must have self-

control and not be drawn away by their lusts and desires. Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, allowed his 

passions to control and destroy him. 
 

“King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women…Solomon held fast to them in love. He had seven hundred wives of royal 

birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other 

gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been” (1 Kings 11:1-4) 
 

WINE (31:4-7) – It is never right for a person, especially a leader, to get drunk. “Wine is a mocker and beer a 

brawler; whoever is led astray by them is not wise” (Proverbs 20:1). Those “who are perishing” and “are in 

anguish” (30:6) may refer to using alcohol for medicinal purposes. This was an acceptable practice. Verse 7 

relates to those who use alcohol as an escape to forget their problems. The issue is that their problems will still 

be there when they “sober up.” This verse is not giving permission for the poor to ‘drown their sorrows’ in 

booze! It is sarcasm. It is like Lemuel’s mother is reminding him, “Don’t act like those derelicts who drink to 

forget their hardships. Act like the king you are.”
1
 They cannot be distracted from their purpose in life. They 

cannot forget that God has placed them here to defend the weak and helpless and be a fair and concerned judge. 

 

RIGHTEOUSNESS (31:8-9) – An obsession with women or alcohol can cloud a leader’s judgment. It will 

make them forget their most important duty – to “speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves.” 

Anything that distracts leaders from fulfilling their God-given role should be avoided.  

 

This wisdom is for all of us – not just leaders. God has called all of us to SPEAK UP for Him. God has placed 

each of us in some role of influence – in our home, work, church, or community. Serve Him to the best of your 

ability. Don’t let “the fleeting pleasures of sin” distract you from honoring the Lord and reaching out to others 

(Hebrews 11:25). 
 

 

 

1
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READ THRU THE BOOKS OF POETRY: Ecclesiastes 7 


