
Pt 3: THE FALL OF A KINGDOM 

Thursday, August 18 

Reading: 2 Chronicles 36 
 

2 Chronicles 36:15 The LORD, the God of their ancestors, sent word to them through His messengers again and again, 

because He had pity on His people and on His dwelling place. 16  But they mocked God’s messengers, despised His words  

and scoffed at His prophets until the wrath of the LORD was aroused against His people and there was no remedy. 
 

Though God is patient and loving, the people of Israel refuse to repent so He sends them off into exile. After 70 

years they return to the land to rebuild but they are now under the rule of foreign powers. 

 

1 & 2 KINGS details how the kingdom was divided by a civil war after the death of Solomon. Of the 19 kings 

who ruled the northern kingdom of Israel from the capital of Samaria none of them were godly. They all led the 

people in the worship of idols like Baal. These kings often came to power through intrigue and assassination. 

The prophets Elijah and Elisha try to lead the people back to God but eventually after 200 years God sends the 

Assyrians to remove the people from the land.  

 

The southern kingdom of Judah with its capital in Jerusalem remained loyal to the family line of David. Of its 

20 rulers only 8 “did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.” Among the best of these kings were Hezekiah and 

Josiah. Prophets like Isaiah and Micah ministered to these people. While Judah survived longer than the 

northern kingdom of Israel (about 130+ years longer), they too were eventually exiled by the Babylonians due 

to their rejection of God and worship of idols.  

 

JEREMIAH was a prophet who preached during the closing days of the kingdom of Judah. His book contains 

his prophecies and the events of his life. Key among his messages was the 70 year captivity in Babylon and the 

promise of restoration. EZEKIEL was a prophet who was taken as a captive to Babylon and warned the exiles 

of the imminent destruction of Jerusalem and God’s future plans for His people.  

 

DANIEL was a young man when taken as a captive to Babylon from Jerusalem. Because of his faithfulness, 

God blessed him and he was promoted to high ranks in the Babylonian and later Persian royal courts. 

 

EZRA & NEHEMIAH record the return of the Jewish people to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple and the city. 

Though back in the land, they are now under the rule of Persia. These men strive to rebuild the nation both 

physically and spiritually. The events of ESTHER occur between Ezra chapters 6 and 7 and tell the story of a 

Jewish orphan girl who becomes queen of Persia and saves the nation from annihilation. 

 

CHRIST CONNECTION: [1] These books show how God preserved the Jewish nation and particularly the line 

of David so He could fulfill His promises to Abraham and David. [2] Prophets like Isaiah, Zechariah, and 

Malachi foretell many things about the coming Messiah. [3] The New Covenant recorded by Jeremiah (31:31-

34) was referred to by Jesus when at the Last Supper He said, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood” 

(Luke 22:20). 

 

OTHER THEMES: [1] The dangers of compromise. [2] The importance of passing your faith in God to your 

children (many of the godly kings did not!). [3] The priority of prayer (see especially the lives of Hezekiah, 

Daniel and Nehemiah).       

 


