
Pt 1: IN THE BEGINNING 

Tuesday, August 16 

Reading: Genesis 12 
 

Genesis 12:2  “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be  

a blessing. 3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be  

blessed through you.” 
 

The first five books of the Bible (called the Pentateuch) tell us the story from creation to Moses leading the 

Israelite nation to the Promised Land. Following is a short description of each book. 

 

GENESIS is a book of origins starting with God’s creation of the universe. It tells us of the first man and 

woman, the first marriage, the first sin, the first family, the first murder, the origin of human civilization and 

nations, and the beginnings of the Jewish people. God’s covenant with Abraham is central to this story as God 

promises to make him a great nation and bless the world through him. 

 

EXODUS continues the story with God’s deliverance of the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt to His giving 

the Ten Commandments and the building of the Tabernacle for worship. Moses is the key person in this book. 

 

LEVITICUS describes the various sacrifices, the duties of the priests, and the celebration of various feast days. 

It also details various laws to keep the people pure and separate from the heathen nations around them. 

 

NUMBERS describes the Israelites journey from Mount Sinai to the Promised Land where because of their lack 

of faith God makes them wander in the wilderness for 40 years until that entire rebellious generation has died. It 

concludes with the selection of Joshua as the next leader and preparations to enter the Promised Land. 

 

DEUTERONOMY is Moses’ final message to the new generation of Israelites as they stand on the border of the 

Promised Land. Moses reviews their history and how God has worked since the exodus from Egypt. He then 

encourages them to love the Lord and obey His commands so that He can bless them. The book ends with the 

death of Moses. 

 

CHRIST CONNECTION: As we read the Old Testament we see many pictures and promises that point us 

forward to the coming of the Savior. [1] Immediately after Adam and Eve sinned, God promised that someday 

“the seed of the woman” would crush the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15). [2] God’s promise that “all people on 

earth will be blessed” through Abraham was ultimately fulfilled when Jesus came (Genesis 12:3 / Galatians 

3:8). [3] The Passover Lamb pictures Jesus’ sacrifice for us (1 Corinthians 5:7). [4] Jesus used the snake on a 

pole (Numbers 21) as a picture of His own death on the cross (John 3:14-15). [5] The Law of Moses pointed 

people to their need for a Savior (Galatians 3:23-26) and [6] the sacrificial system reminded them of the price of 

sin and the need for a final sacrifice. In the New Testament, Hebrews 8-10 explains how Jesus fulfilled this Old 

Testament picture. 

 

OTHER THEMES: [1] God’s sovereignty over all things. [2] God’s judgment on sin. [3] God’s faithfulness 

despite our unfaithfulness. [4] God meets people where they are and helps them grow in their walk with Him. 

 


