
WHY “THE STORY”? 

Monday, August 15 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

 

2 Timothy 3:16  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

17  so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 

For the next 32 weeks (with a break for Christmas) we will be journeying together through the Bible. Starting 

with Genesis, we will see how God’s Story unfolds by presenting an outline of Bible history. While we will not 

cover every chapter and book in the Bible, we will get a better understanding of the flow of God’s plan in 

Scripture. Our study of “The Story’ will be in 5 parts. We will summarize these sections the rest of this week 

and give a CHRIST CONNECTION and OTHER THEMES to look for as we read each section together. Here 

are some helpful hints to remember as we embark on this exciting journey together. 

  

(1) THIS IS GOD’S STORY – While we will study many godly and ungodly people and events in Scripture, 

God is always the central character. Even when God is not explicitly mentioned, we should look for how He is 

working to accomplish His purposes. 

 

(2) THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE ARE NOT IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER – In the Old Testament, 

Genesis through 2 Kings follow the flow of history for the most part. Then 1 & 2 Chronicles retells the stories 

of Samuel and Kings from a different perspective. The story resumes from Ezra through Esther with the return 

of the Jewish exiles to the Promised Land. Though many of the psalms were written by David, some were 

written by other people at other times. There are psalms written by priests to be used in the Temple worship, 

psalms written during the time of the exile, and even one written by Moses! The prophets likewise ministered 

and wrote at different times during Israel’s history. We will mention some of these as we go along. In the New 

Testament, the 4 Gospels each give us the life and ministry of Jesus focusing on different themes. The book of 

Acts tells us the history of the early church. The rest of the New Testament is composed of letters written to 

various churches and people. Many of them fit into the timeline of the book of Acts. When reading any book in 

the Bible it is helpful to know where it fits into the ‘big picture’ of Scripture. 

 

(3) When reading the Bible, make sure to keep on your SPECS which stands for:  

S – Is there a SIN to avoid?  

P – Is there a PROMISE to claim?  

E – Is there an EXAMPLE to follow?  

C – Is there a COMMAND to obey?  

S – Is there a STATEMENT of truth to believe? 
1
 

 

Romans 15:4  For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the 

Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.  
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