
THY WORD 

Sunday, July 17 
 

 

[CHORUS] 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path 

 

[1] When I feel afraid   [2] I will not forget 

Think I’ve lost my way   Your love for me and yet 

Still You’re there right beside me  My heart forever is wandering 

Nothing will I fear   Jesus be my guide 

As long as You are near   Hold me to Your side 

Please be near me to the end  And I will love You to the end 

 

In the early 1980’s, up-and-coming Christian music artists Michael W. Smith and Amy Grant were at Caribou 

Ranch, an 8000 acre recording studio and retreat in the Rocky Mountains. Michael had played the chorus of a 

new song he was writing based on Psalm119:105: “They Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 

path.” Grant loved the song and Michael asked if she would write the verses to compliment the chorus. Michael 

W. Smith describes what happened next. 
 

..it's very dark, and you're in the middle of nowhere. And she got lost. There's bears and all that sort of thing. You've got to 

really know where you're going. It's obviously a compound with all these cabins and stuff. She finally saw a lamp and started 

walking towards that light, didn't realize that that was her cabin, And she walked into that little cabin and sat down with a 

notebook and pen and wrote the verses to 'Thy Word.'"
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The song first appeared on Amy Grant’s 1984 album ‘Straight Ahead.’ It has been a popular worship song ever 

since. 

 

While the chorus is a direct quote from Psalm 119:105, the themes of the verses are also found in the Bible. 
 

Psalm 56:3  When I am afraid, I put my trust in You. 4  In God, whose word I praise— in God I trust and am not afraid.  

What can mere mortals do to me? 

 

Matthew 28:19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit, 20  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 

to the very end of the age.” 

 

Psalm 33:22  May Your unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we put our hope in You.  

 

Psalm 48:14  For this God is our God for ever and ever; He will be our guide even to the end. 

 

Psalm 119:176  I have strayed like a lost sheep. Seek Your servant, for I have not forgotten Your commands. 

 

Psalm 139:7  Where can I go from Your Spirit? Where can I flee from Your presence? 8  If I go up to the heavens,  

You are there; if I make my bed in the depths, You are there. 9  If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the  

far side of the sea, 10  even there Your hand will guide me, Your right hand will hold me fast. 

 

 

Hear Amy Grant & Michael W. Smith sing “Thy Word” on Youtube @ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONMVyBUoDfI 
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  https://www.songfacts.com/facts/amy-grant/thy-word 


