
THE FINAL QUESTION 

Wednesday, August 10 

Reading: Ecclesiastes 9 
 

Ecclesiastes 9:11  I have seen something else under the sun: The race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong,  
nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the learned; but time and chance happen to them  
all. 12  Moreover, no one knows when their hour will come: As fish are caught in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a  
snare, so people are trapped by evil times that fall unexpectedly upon them. 

 

Ecclesiastes 9 can be a very depressing chapter. For the past five chapters Solomon has observed various areas 

of life under to sun. He saw that the world is filled with wickedness and oppression (3:16 – 4:12). He saw that 

the rich are never satisfied and are no better off than the poor in the end (5:8 – 6:12). He has seen that the 

righteous sometimes perish while the wicked live a long life. He concludes that while it is to be sought after, 

wisdom (humanly speaking) can never truly be found in this life and a righteous person is almost impossible to 

find (7:1-29). He looked at politics and discovered that the wicked often do not get what they deserve while the 

righteous are punished (8:2-14). His conclusion is “No one can comprehend what goes on under the sun. 

Despite all their efforts to search it out, no one can discover its meaning…” (8:15-17). 

 

This leads Solomon to his final question – death. He concludes that the righteous and wicked all share the same 

fate. In the grave they know nothing, have no more reward, what they cared about in this life is gone, and they 

are forgotten (9:3-6). His advice is to live life to the fullest (9:7-9). Perform your work with all your might 

because it will not matter once you are dead (9:10). It doesn’t matter what you do for time and chance are in 

control and you never know when your time will be over (9:11-12). 

 

What a sad way to look at life! But without God this is all people have to hope for. They live their lives for their 

own pleasure because they believe there is nothing for them after death. This is not a godly view of life. This is 

the way the sinful world looks at life – “Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die” (Eccl. 2:24; 3:13; 5:18; 

8:15). 

 

The Apostle Paul’s words stand in stark contrast to these words in Ecclesiastes 9. “Death has been swallowed 

up in victory. Where, O death is your victory? Where, O death is your sting?...Thanks be to God! He gives us 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:54-57). Death is not the end! Because of the 

resurrection of Christ we have the promise of Jesus, “Because I live, you will live also” (John 14:19). 

 

To the world’s thinking, pleasure and family and work always come first. As Solomon presents life “under the 

sun” it is all about ‘ME.’ The world’s philosophy is to seek what makes you happy and do it to the fullest for 

death is coming when it will all be gone. However, God’s Word teaches that it is not all about us. We are to 

love our families and do our best at our jobs, but the motivation is different.  
 

“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31) 
 

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to  

God the Father through Him” (Colossians 3:17). 

 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE BOOKS OF POETRY: Song of Songs 4 


