
MATTHEW: THE GREAT OMMISSION 

Sunday, August 9 

Reading: Matthew 27-28 
 

Matthew 28:18  Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given  
to me. 19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And  
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

Several years ago the city of Pittsburgh constructed a large, new post office at the cost of several 

million dollars. On the day of its opening, the Governor made a speech, the bands played and the 

people cheered. It was quite a celebration. 

 

But when the first man entered to mail a letter, to the embarrassment of the engineers, it was 

discovered that in the rush to meet the deadline, they had omitted the usual letter drop. Here was 

a costly new post office, but no place to mail a letter! It was a slight omission, but it negated the 

very reason for its existence. 
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Too often, the church has been like that post office. It’s a beautiful place but doesn’t get the job 

done. Jesus’ parting command has become the “Great Omission” in many churches today. One 

of the major reasons I believe this to be true is that the Great Commission has either been 

misinterpreted or ignored.   

 

Many think it applies only to missionaries and preachers. They are the ones who “go.”  However, 

the word “go” is a participle that could be translated “while you are going…”  Jesus doesn’t 

command us to go; He already expects us to be going - to be working in His name and sharing 

the good news. And this call is for all believers, not just leaders. 

 

Another misconception that has hurt the impact of the gospel is the idea that once a person has 

said “the prayer” the church’s job is done. However, that is only the beginning! To be baptized is 

to be identified with Christ and His body, the Church. Then Jesus said we are to teach them to 

obey Christ’s word. The Great Commission is an on-going, growing process in a person’s life. 

 

The whole passage revolves around the words “make disciples.” A disciple is a learning 

follower; one who is striving to become like his or her teacher. If we leave new converts to try 

and figure out the Christian life on their own we are omitting a major part of what Christ has told 

us to do! 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Many Christians are afraid to witness or take a new believer under their wing. This could be for 

many reasons. Perhaps it is a lack of discipleship on the church’s part. It may be due to 

insufficient understanding of their call as a follower of Christ. Or it could be from fear or a lack 

of obedience. Whatever the case, Jesus bookends this command with the answer to all our 

excuses. First, He reminds us that He is the POWER or authority behind the gospel. We proclaim 

it in His name, not our own.  Second, His PRESENCE is always with us. He will empower and 

strengthen His people until the job is done! May we regain a passion for the Great Commission! 
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